A 
PREPARATION 


FOR A 


Happy Eternity : 


MEDITATIONS 
Every DA in the WEEK. 


To which is added, 


Thoughts on the dif- || and Omniſcience of 
ferentStates and Con- |} GOD. 
ditions of Good and On the Immortality 


Bad Men. of the Soul. 

On a good Conſci- The 71 am of 
ence. Souls in Heaven. 

Of the Omnipreſence 

— —— — — — — 


Divine MEDITATIONS do not only in Power 


Subdue all ſenſual Pleaſures, but alſo far exceed the 
in Seweetneſs and Delight. Lord B 


—B 


—_ 
- 4 
— _— 
—— — * 
- 


Printed: And Sold by J. Hin rox, at the King's Arms, 
in St, Paul's Church-Yard, 
MDecI. 


1 


* 


r . . = 


oy 


Ms K I E N. 


MA DAM, 


S the Papers which are here 

preſented to You, contain 
the Subject of Your daily Practice, | 
and direct us in the Way to Eter- 
nal Life ; I promiſe myſelf, that 
what may conduce to the Benefit 


of Others, cannot be unaccept- 
able to You. 


A 2 I am 


many that have Pleaſure in ſuch 


DEDICATION. 

TI am ſenſible there are not 
Entertainment: But, let Vice be 
ever ſo Predominant, VIRTUE will 
ftill Triumph over it. Theſe 
Meditations, Madam, will ſhew 
You the Sweetneſs of her Power, 


and give You a Taſte of her moſt 
amiable Perfections. 


With all due Rappelz. 


J am, 


M A D A M, 
Your Obedient 


; ss Servant, 


THO. SAMPSOW. 
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2 HE Principal Deſignof Pub- 
liſhing this ſmall Collection, 
zs to ſuppreſs Vice, and to promote 
the Intereſt of Virtue : Which, as 
it contains the moſt ſubſtantial 
Part of Divinity, rendered uſe- 
Fully Practical; and is the beſ} 
Matter, delivered in the beſt Man- 
ner; it is hoped will be of ſuch 
Service, as to anſwer the End for 
1 which it is intended. 
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HIS is the Day which our 
LORD hath made, let us be 
1 glad and. rejoice therein: This 
b Shes: D. He hath ſanctiſied to Himſelf, 
and called by his own:moſt:Holy Name; 
That in it we may meet to adore his 
Greatneſs, and admire the Wonders of 
his infinite Power; That we may remem- 
ber his innumerable Mercies, and deep- 
ly imprint them in te: Center of our 
Hearts. (f 
Worthy art Thou, 0 LORD, of all 
our Time; worthy. the Praiſes of all thy 
B Creatures: 


2 MEDITATIONS 
Creatures: rr 


we are bound to bleſs Thee, ſince every 
Moment ſubſiſts by thy Goodneſs. Shall 


Others labour ſo much for Vanity, and 1 


ſhall we not reſt for the Service of our 
GOD? O Gracious LORD, whoſe 


Bounty Ip ſo liberally to us, andire- | 


tains ſo 


mall a Part for thy Selk; Make 1 
me faithfully obſerve my Duty, and ren- 6 
der ſo exactly the Tribute I owe to 


Thee; that, paſſing ftill-Thy Days to | 


thy Honour, may: end my own in thy 
Favour. 

_ -Great'is the Majefty of the GON | 
Worſhip, rich the Splendor of his Courts: 
O'er all the World He ſends his Com 


mands, and none can conttoul his AL | 


mighty Power: T houſands of Saints at- 


tend in his Preſence, Millions cif An- : 
gels wait on his Throne; all of them 
ranged in beauteous Order, and joyful- } 


ly Singing the Praiſes of their Creator. 


- 
#] y 


Thy Goodneſs, O LORD, bears the 
Nee but intends for us all the Profit 
.of the Day; That the wearied Hands 
n be reliev'd with Reſt, and:enabled | 


to 
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to lift chemſelves up to Thee; That the 
ignorant Minds may be taught thy 
Truth, and learn the Way to everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs ; That the guilty Conſci- 
ences may Confeſs their Crimes, and be 
Abſolv'd on Earth to be Pardon'd in 
Heaven; That the Souls prepared. may 
approach thy Table, and feaſt their 
Hopes with * delicious Banquet; That 
all may ſpeak to Thee in Prayer, and 
hear thy Voice by the Mouth of thy 
ee 17 
O Gracious LORD, "ha excellent 
cans has thy Wiſdom invented to fit 
us Cor and bring us to thy Self! How well 
ate thy Sacred Ordinances ſuited to our 
Neceſſities! To enlighten our. dark 
2 Minds, to melt our hard Hearts, to 
mqquiĩcken and conſecrate ous Aﬀections. 
4 Thou ſtrengtheneſt our Faith by thy 
Word and Sacraments ; and improveſt 
our Love to Thee and one another by 
our Public Aſſemblies. Happy, thrice 
happy they, O Merciful GO, whom 
thy Providence has favour'd with theſe 
great Bleſſings; who freely may enter 
10511 B 2 thy 


4 MEDITATIONS 

thy holy Sanctuary, and ſing aloud their 
Praiſes to thy Name; Who every Day 
may waitat Wide Altar, and there ſecure- 
ly Worſhip and Adore rn. 
O come, let us lay aſide the Cares of 1 
this World, and take into our Minds the I 
Joys of Heaven ; Let us retire from the 
many Diſtractions of this Life, and cloſe- 
ly recolle& all the Forces of our Souls; 
So to purſue in earneſt that One neceſ- 
ſary Work; the ſecutihg to ourſelves" the 
Kingdom of Heaven: Why ſhould' we 
thus neglect that Sacred Science, and be 
buſy in * thing but out on Salva- 
tion? ; 0 bn 
Miſerable are they, 0 LORD, Who 
Study all Things elſe, and never ſeek to 
taſte thy Swestnefs; Miſerable, tho 
their Skill can number the Stars, and 
trace out the Ways of the Planets! All 
Wiſdom without Thee is no better than 
Folly, and to know. Thee alone is the 
Sum and Perfection of Knowledge: : To 
know Thee, is to be truly Wiſe; and to 
contemplate Thee, the higheſt Learn. 


ing. But O T hou Glorious GOD of 
Truth, 


for S UND ALV. 6 


Truth, in whom the Treaſures of Know- 


ledge are all laid up! Unleſs Thou draw 


the Curtain from before my Eyes, and 
drive away the Clouds that intercept my 
Sight, Never ſhall I fee thoſe heavenly 


Myſteries, nor ever diſcern the Beauty 


of thy Providence. 


4 


Send forth thy Light, O Thou Morn- 
ing- Star l and lead me to Thy holy Hill: 
Send forth thy Truth, O increated Wiſ- 
dom ! and bring me to thy bleſſed Ta- 
bernacle. Guide Thou my Life in the 


Ways, of thy Precepts; Mortify in me 


all; ſenſual Deſires, and quicken my 
Heart with thy holy Love; that I may. 


no longer eſteem the Vanities of the 


World, but place my Affections entirely 
on Thee: Shew me thy Self, O Glori- 
ous-JESUS !- and in Thee I ſhall behold. 
all that I can with; Only ſo much I beg 
to conceive of thy Majeſty, as may move 
my Heart to ſeek Thee; Only ſo much 
of thy unapproachable Deity, as may 
guide my Soul to find Thee. So let me 


know and love Thee here, my GOD and 
SAVIOUR, that hereafter I may know. 
Vdbiss 31 Thee 


6 MEDITATIONS 


Thee better, and love aug enjoy Thee 
for ever, 


II. 

Look up, 0 my Soul, and behold 
the Glory of thy Cracified SAVIOUR: 
He that was dead, and laid in the Grave, 
to prove Himſelf Man; is my again, 
and aſcended into Heaven, to prove 
Himſelf GOD: He is riſen, 4 made 
the Light his Garment, and command- 
ed the Clouds to be the Chariot of his 
Triumph. The Gates of Heaven 
ed their LORD ; and the Evetlaſting 
Doors opened to the King of Glory. 


Whom have I in Heaven, O LORD, * 


but Thee, What have I on Earth but 
my Hope, by following Thee, to arrive 


at laſt where Thou art gone before me? 


O Bleſſed JESUS! my Strength, my 


Joy, and the immortal Life of my Soul! 


Be Thou the prineipal Subject of all my 
Studies, and daily Entertainment of my 


moſt ſerious Thoughts. Draw me, O 
Dear LORD, from the World, and my 


1 that Ibe not r with any 
earthly 
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earthly Deſires: Draw me after Thee, 
and 6 Odours of thy Sweetneſs ; that 
I may run with Delight the Ways of 
thy Commands : Draw me up to Thee 
on thy Throne of Bliſs, that I may ſee 
thy Face, and rejoice with Thee for ever 
in thy Kingdom. 

Why ſhould our Hearts ſtill dwell 
upon Earth, when their. beſt Treaſure 
is return'd to Heaven ? Since our Glori- 
fied JESUS is aſcended Above to. pre- 
pare us a Place in his own Kingdom ? A 
Place of Reſt and fecure Peace ; where 
we ſhall ſee; and praiſe, and adore Him 
for ever : A Place 2 Joy and everlaſting 
Fruition; where we ſhall love, and poſ- 
ſeſs, and delight in Him for ever. O 
what Tranſports will our Souls be in, if 
once admitted to that bliſsful Viſion ! If 
once thoſe heavenly Portals unfold their 
Gates, and let us into the Joys of our 
LORD. How will our Spirits be ra- 
viſh'd within themſelves, to reflect on 
the Fulneſs of their own Beatitude! How 
ſhall we all rejoice in one another's 

B 4 Felicity, 


8 MEDITATIONS 


Felicity, but infinitely more in the Feli- 
city of our GOD! 

O Heaven! towards thee I lift up my 
languiſhing Head, and, with a longing 
Heart and ſtretched out Hands, reach at 


thy Glories : When, O Thou Finiſher 


of all our Hopes; when ſhall I once be- 
hold that incomparable Light, which 
illuminates the Eyes of Angels; That 
Light which is thy very Self, O LORD, 
5 I ſhall there ſee Face to Face: 0 


when ſhall I be called from this Veil of 


Darkneſs, into the Glorious Preſence of 
the Living GOD? Mean while, O Gra- 
cious LORD, the Crown of all thy 
Saints, and only Expectation of thy 
faithful Servants; Make me entertain 
my Life with the Comfort of this Hope, 
and my Hope with the Aſſurance of thy 
Promiſes. Make me ſtill every Day 
more perfectly underſtand my own great 
Duty, and thy ſtupendious Love: Make 
me continually meditate the Advance- 
ment of thy Glory, and invite a W _ 
to Veg thy Praiſes. 


al þ. Let 


. 
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Let thei, O LORD, ſeek other De- 
lights, who expect no Felicity from 
Thee; Let them fill up their Time with 
other Employments, who think thy Re- 
wards not worth their Labour: hs for 
me, my chief Content ſhall be to medi- 
tate the Joys prepared for me Above: 
O glorious City! How free and happy 
thy glad Inhabitants! Every Head 
wears a Royal Crown; and every Hand 
a Palm of Victory: Every Eye ober- 
flows with Joy; and every Tongue with 
Pſalms of Praiſe. 

Behold, O my Soul, the Inheritance 
we ſcek ; 'and where can we find more 
Riches to invite us? Behold the Felici- 
ties to which we are called ; and where 
can we meet ſuch Pleaſures to entertain 
us? Away then, all vain and worldly 
Defires ; be baniſh'd for ever from mo- 
leſting my Peace: Deſcend thou bleſſed 
Heaven into my Heart; or rather take 
up my Heart unto Thee: Thy Joys are 
too great to enter into me; O make me 
fit to enter into them. 


B 5 III. What 
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What is it, LORD, to ſee thy Face, 
but to know Thee as Thou art in thine 
own Being? To know the Immetifity 
of thy Self- ſubſiſting Eſſence, and tlie 
infinite Excellence of all thy Attributes: 
To know the Power of the Eternal FA- 
THER; and the Wiſdom of the un- 
created SON: To know the Goodneſs 
of the HOLY GHOST; and the in- 
comprehenſible Glories of the undivided 
TRINITY. This, O my Soul, is the 
Height of Happineſs, and the Supreme 
Perfection of our Nature: This alone is 
the End of our Being; the Hope and 
Expectation of all our Labours: When 
we are come to this, we ſhall preſently 
reſt, and our ſatisfied Deſires reach no 
further: We ſhall be fill'd with over- 
flowing Bliſs; and our utmoſt Capaci- 
ties can hold no more; But in one Act 
of Joy will be eternally fix d, and that 
one Act ſpring freſh for ver. 

O what a Fire of Love will it kindle im 
my Heart, when I ſhall ſee thoſe ſhining 
; Myfteries ! 
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Myſteries! when my Capacities ſhall 
be — d to the off, and the rich 
abounding Objects fill and overflow 
them: What profound Repoſe will that 
Joy beget; a Joy ſo infinitely high, and 
ſo eternally. ſecure | When "I ſhall be. 
chang'd into the bliſsful Union with my 
firſt Pegitding: When, without loſing; 
what I am, I ſhall become in a great 
Meaſure even what He is: Taking Part 
in all his Joys; and: ſharing in the Glo- 
ries of all his Heaven. There, O my 
Soul, thou ſhalt reſt from thy Labours, 
which are but the Way to all that Hap- 
pineſs: There thou ſhalt reſt from Sin 
and Sorrow, in the Protection of our 
GOD, in the Arms and Boſom of our 
deareſt LORD: 26: % 21h 
O Heaven, the eternal Source of all 
theſe Joys! As the Hart pants after the 
Water-Brooks, ſo let my Soul thirſt after 
thee: After thee let me daily ſigh anti 
mourn; and with a fix d and longing 
Eye look up, and ſay; When, O my 
GOD, ſhall I fit at that Fountain-Head, 
and drink my fill of thoſe living Streams: 
B 6 O that 
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12 MEDITATIONS 

O that the Days of my Baniſhment 
were finiſh'd! Why am I ſtill detain'd' 
in this Valley of Tears, ſtill wandering 
ap and down in this Wilderneſs of Dan- 
gers? O ſweet JESUS, my only Hope, 
and ſure Deliverer out of all my Sorrows; 
Come Thou, and here begin to dwell in 
my Heart, and fit me for the Life I ſhall 
lead hereafter: Do Thou, O LORD, 


prepare my Soul for Thee; and then, 
hen thoe'pleaſeſt, take it to thy Self. 
O that T had the Wings of a Dove, 
thät I might fly away, and be at Reſt: 
That I might fly from the Troubles of 


this painful Life; and be at Reſt, dear 


LORD, with Thee. Here, alas! we 
are ferc'd to ſigh, and bear with Grief 
the Burthen of our Natures: Often we 
encounter Chances that endanger us, and 
divert our Progreſs in the Way to Bliſs: 
Often we are aflaulted with Temptations 
that overcome us, and fet us back in the 


Accomts-of Eternity. 
He many times, O my Soul, have 
IT plainly concluded, that this Earth af- 
fords no real Joy? How many times have 
Jet | 2 fully 


fer 8 u D ANL. 3 
I fully conſented, that Heaven alone is 
the Place of Happineſs ? Vet do theſe 
falſe Allurements again deceive me; and 
ſteal away my Heart to doat on Folly: : 
Yet do I ſoon forget my Reſolves, and 
wretchedly negle& my true Felicity. O 
Thou Victorious Conqueror of Sin and 
Death! do Thou aſſiſt me in this 
dangerous Warfare: O Thou ſweet 
Comforter of diſtreſſed Spirits! do Thou 
relieve me in this tedious Pilgrimage: 
Make me to fet my Affections entirely 
on Thee alone: Since nothing, LORD, 
can ſatisfy my Soul but Thee, O let _ 
Soul ſeek- nothing but The. 
Let the Worldly purſue their Yong 
ties, and ſay and! — as they think fit; 
What is that to thee, my Soul, who 
ſhalt not anſwer for Others, unleſs thou 
ſome Way make their Faults thine own: 
Thy Pity may grieve, and thy Charity 
endeavour; but, if they will — hear, 
follow thou thy GOD: Follow the Way 
that leads to Truth; follow the Truth 
that leads to Life 'F ollow the _— of 


iz MEDITATIONS 
thy Beloved: JESUS, who alone is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
Tis not to paſs our Time in Plea+ 
ſures, that Thou, O Lord, haſt plac'd us 
here; tis not to gain a fair Eſtate, that 
thy Kindnels ſtill prolongs our 833 
but to do Good to our ſelves and Others J I 
to glorify Thee, and to increaſe every * 
Day our longing Deſires of beholding 
Thee in thy heavenly Kingdom. Ne- 
ver let us look on the Face of Pleafures, 
as they come dreſt up, and ſmiling to- 
wards us; but always reflect how fadly 
they go of; So ſhall we gain the beſt 


of ViAoriet, while we maſter our own 


corrupt Inclinations; So ſhall we be 

honour'd with the nobleſt of Triumphs, 

Ben: our 'conquer'd Paſſions draw us 
to Heaven. 

O Bleſſed LORD, Whoſe infinite 
Sweetneſs provokes and ſatisfies all our 
Appetites | May my entire Affections de- 
light in Thee, above all the vain Enjoy- 
ments of this World; Above all Praiſe 


and empty Honour, Above all Beauty 


and fading Pleaſure; Above all Health, 
and 
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and deceitful Riches; Above all Power, 
and ſubtleſt Knowledge: Above all even 
thine own Bounty can give, and whate- 
ver is not thy ed Self: O may my 
wearied Soul ole in Thee, the Home 
and Center of ernal Reft! May 1 for- 
get my Self to think of Thee, and fill 
= emory with the Wonders of thy 
4 That infinite Love, which when 
my ny Thooghts confider ; the Goods or 
| nts of this Wotld loſe their N ame, and 
yield not either Reliſh or Diſtafte, © - 

O my Adored JESUS! let me Jove 
Thee always, becauſe from Eternity 
Thou haſt loved me: O let me love 
Thee only, Gfacious GOD! becauſe 
Thon ae deſerveſt all my Heart: Al. 
ways and only let me love Thee, O 
LORD, ſince always e is only 
in Thee, 
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T us, with Reverence appear be-. 
fore GOD, and humble our ſelves 

in the Preſence of "his Glory y. Our Bo- 

dies He framedof the Duſt of the Earth; 

and gave us a Sout after/his own Like- 

neſs: A Soul which all created Nature 

cannot fill; — An N Thin ung below his 

e 


mn f He made 
u + indo for for his Glorious Sorts 


— — e lee == ; Preſence ; J 


is here. Here is the Center 01 ou. 
Souls, tq witneſs all our Thoughts, ang 
dug our moſt ſecret Intents. Tho' 
e Throne of State is eſtabliſhed A- 
— and the Splendors of his Glory ? 
ſhine only on the id, yet his 
unlimited ? 
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unlimited Eye looks down to this lower 
World, and beholds all the Ways of the 
Children of Men. 
If we go out, He marks our Steps; 
and, when we retire to our Cloſet, we 
find Him there: In our Devotions, He 
notes our Carriage; and regards with 
what Attention we recite our Prayers: 
All the Day long He conſiders how we 
ſpend our Time; and the darkeſt Night 
conceals nothing from Him: When we 
Converſe with Others, He obſerves our 
Deportment; and the Good or Ill we do 
to them, or our Selves: If e deceive 
our Neighbour, He diſcovers the Fraud; 
and hears the leaſt Whiſper of a Slander- 
ing Tongue: If we in Secret oppreſs the 
Poor, or by private Alms relieve their 
Wants; If in our Hearts we are envious 
at the Rich, and covetous to feed of their 
Dainties; Or if we are ſatisfied With his 
good Providence, and live contented 
with our little Portion; Whatever we 
do, He perfectly ſees us; where- ever 
we are, He is conſtantly with us. 


*Fhrone Above, and there contempl 
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O my GOD! Since Thou art never 
abſent from me, let me be always pre- 
ſent with Thee: Let me go up to thy 
ate 
aid admire thy Glory: Let me often at- 
tend Thee in thy Houſe, and there adore 
and praiſe thy Mercies: Every- where let 
me ſeek to meet Thee, and in every 
Place delight to find Thee: All my 
Wants vill I ſpread before Thee; all my 
Petitions will J offer to Thee: Thou art 
always ready to hear the Prayers that 
come from a fervent Heart: Thou lov- 
Eſt to heat us treat of Heaven, as if we 
made it our Buſineſs indeed to go thi- 
ther; All other Things we muſt aſk 
with Submiſſion to Thee, ſince we know 
not abſolutely what's good for our Selves; 

But thy Eternal Joys we may beg with- 
out Reſtraint, and urge and preſs for thy 
Aſſiſtance to gain them: Heaven we may 
wiſh, without the Check of Reſignation ; 
Heaven we may pray for, without Fear 


of Importunity. 
O Wiſe and Gracious LORD ! what- 


e' er Thou doeſt, thy Love intends it all 


for 
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for the Good of thy Servants: If Thou 
defetreſt ſometimes to grant our Re- 
queſts, tis only in Charity to make us 
repeat them; that We may feet more 
ſenſibly our own Poverty, and be more 
ſtrongly convinc'd of our Dependence on 
Thee : That we practiſe our Hope, 
while we long expect; and incteaſe our 
Gratitude, when we receive at laſt: That 
we may learn this ſure and happy Skill 
of working in our Souls the Virtues we 
deſite; by often renewing thoſe very 
Defires; till themſelves become even the 
Graces we feek, kg.. 

But, O improvident lothful Creatures 
that we ate! how unwilling to Pray 
ate moſt of us always, and all of us 
ſometimes: How does a ſhort Service 
ſeem long and tedious, and half an Hour 
quite tire our Patierice ? How flow are 
we to begin, and ſwift to make an end? 
Yet, ſure, no eafiet Work than to aſk 
what we want; no cheaper Putchaſe 
than to have for Aſking : Sure no ſweeter 
Pleaſure tlian ts converſe with GOD; 
nor greater Profit than to gain his 

Favour. 


. 


Favour. Still we have new 'Tranſgref- 

ſions to confeſs; and ſhall men alas! 

want Infirmities tollament.: | 
Often, O Dreadful LORD, ek we. 


ſpeak to Thee, we do not ſo much as 


hear our Selves: Often we purſue imper- 
tinent Objects, and our careleſs Thoughts 
contradict our Words. But, O. Thou 
bleſſed :End of all our Labours; and only 
Center of all our Wiſhes ! Do Thou re- 
claim my wandering Fancies, and guide 
and fix then to attend thy Service: Let 
no Delay diſcourage my Hope; nor even 
Refuſal deſtroy my Confidence: But let 
this firm Foundation ſuſtain me; and on 
this let my Peace be eſtabliſh'd for ever; 
What is truly neceſſary, thy Goodneſs 
will not deny; the reſt my Obedience 
ſubmits to thy Pleaſure. % Wok ö 
Deliver me, O LORD, bo aſking 
of Thee, what I cannot receive without 
Danger to my Self: Deliyer me from re- 
ceiving what I cannot uſe, without of- 
tending Others, and ruining my own. 
Soul Deliver me from preſuming ſo. 
on 15 Bounty, that I omit to perform 
AUGra my 
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my own Duty. O defend me from re- 
lapſing into the Sins 1 have repented of, 
the Sins I have ſo often promis'd to a- 
mend. Preſerve me from Malice and 
Enmity with my e e : Make 
ms Compaſſionate to thoſe that are Mi- 
ſerable, Liberal to the Poor, and Patient 
towards the Infirinities of all Men. 
Still to my Devotions let me join 
my beſt Endeavours, and make this 
Earth comply with thy Heaven: If I 
beg Grace for Victory over my Paſſions, 
let me conſtantly ftrive to reſiſt their 
Aſſaults: Let me wiſely foreſee my 
particular Dangers, and uſe the proper 
- Weaporragainitiovery Din“ 11110 
In vain we approach thy holy Altars, 
if our Lives pre not the Way for 
our Offerings: Thou ſhutteſt thine Ears 
to our loudeſt Prayers, if we open not 
ours to the Voice of the Poor: Thou de- 
nieſt to pardon our Treſpaſſes againſt 
Thee, unleſs we have already forgiven 
our Enemies. Thou art the GOD of 
Nature and Reaſon ; Thou art the GOD 


of Grace and Religion: Give, Gracious 
GOD, 
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* GOD, what Thou art pleaſed to Com- 

* mand, and then — what Thou 
A pleaſeſt, 

1 My Soul, gag Praiſes to thy GOD, 
| — © yfully recite. the Divine Perſecti- 
„ ons: His Being is of Himſelf alone; his 
. Eternal Eſſenes knows no Dependence: 
1 His Knowledg e fathoms the Extent of 
all Things — his Power commands 
1 1 them as "He pleaſes $1 His Goodneſs {is | | 
lf ſupremely Infinite/; and: all his glorious 4 


Attributes tranſcendently Adorable: He 
is the Source of all Felicity; eternally = 
full of his ownunchangeable Bliſs: Be- 
fore Time began, He was; and, when thge 
Sun muſt loſe his Light, His Day Will 
remain the ſame for evet: The Heaven 4 
af Heavens is the Palace of his Glory ; 
and all created Nature the Subject of his 
Dominion: Inihis;Breſence the bright- 
eſt Seraphims cover their Faces; — All 
dhe bleſſed Spirits bow down their Heads. 

O moſt Glorious and dreadful-Deity ! 
wir ſhall we ſeek. Expreſſions mn for 
'Thee ? 
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Thee? All we can ſay is nothing to thy 
unſpeakable Excellencies; all we can 
think but a faint Shadow of thy uncon- 
ceivable Beauty: Even the Voice of An- 
re is too low to reach thy Praiſe; and 
their higheſt Strains fall infinitely eg 
of Thee. Too Glorious art Thou, O 
LORD, in thy Self, and thy direct Rays 
Mine too bright for our Eyes: Yet may 
we venture to praiſe Thee in thy 
Works, and contemplate. Thee. at leaſt 
reflected from thy Creatures: In them 
we may ſafely behold our Mighty Crea- 
tor, and freely admire the 
of our GOD. 

Heaven and Earth were created by his 
Power, and are full of his — 
From Him all the Haſts of Angels re- 
ceive their Being, and have the Honour 
to Worſhip in his Preſence: He kindled 
Warmth and Bri „ in the Sun, and 
beautifully garniſh d the Firmament with 
Stars: I — the Air, and gathered 
the Waters; He eſtabliſh'd the Barth an 
a firm Foundation, and richly adornid 
it with innumerable Varieties: Every 
Element 
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Element is fill'd with his Bleſſings ; and 
all the World with his liberal Miracles: 


4 He ſpake the Word, and they were 
x made; He Commands, and they are. ſtill 
preſerved : He governs their Motions in 


perfect Order and diſtributes to each 
its proper Office; Contriving the whole 


1 
ii into one vaſt Machine, a ſpacious Thea- 
if; tre of his on unlimited Greatneſs, _ 
4 O Glorious Architect of Univerſal 
5 Nature; who diſpoſeſt all Things in 
.- Number, Weight, and Meaſure l How 
. does thy Wiſdom engage us to admire 
| Thee! How does thy Goodneſs oblige 
9 us to love Thee! How does thy Great - 
1 neſs and ſupreme Excellency com- 
" mand us to Reverence and ſtand in 


awe of Thee! How admirable! is thy 
Name, O LORD, over all the Earth! 
How wiſe and gracious the Counſels of 
thy Providence! Thy mighty Hand 
framed our Bodies of the Duſt ; Thou 
didſt breathe into us the Spirit of Life: 
Thou gaveſt us a Soul to govern our Bo- 
dies; and Reaſon to command in our 
Soul: Thou revealeſt to us a Law Tug 
' SI t 
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the Improvement of our Reaſon, and 
enableſt us by thy Grace to obſerve that 
Law: Thou madeſt us Lords over all 
thy Creatures, and but little inferior to 
thy glorious Angels: Thou compel- 
T leſt whole Nature to ſerve us; and 
I inviteſt us to love Thee for our own 
= Happineſs. Saget eo 

All this Thou didſt, O infinite Good- 
neſs, the liberal Beſtower of whatever 
we poſſeſs ! That we might receive of 
thy Fulneſs, and be Partakers of thy 
2X overflowing Bounty. But what Return 


1 have we made to Thee? Have we well 


conſider'd the End of our Being, and 
faithfully comply'd with thy Purpoſe to 
3 ſave ys? Ah, ſinful Wretches ! we neg- 
lect thy holy Rules, and govern our 


Actions by Chance and Humour: We 


quite forget our GOD that made us, and 
fill our Heads with Thoughts that undo 
us. ä 
Pardon, O Gracious LORD, my paſt 
Ingratitude, and mercifully direct my 
Time to come: Teach me wherein I 
C have 
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have done amiſs, and have omitted my 
Duty; and enable me to practiſe a ſin- 
cere Repentance and Amendment: Teach 


every Paſſage of my yet remaining Life, 


how to expreſs an Acknowledgment 
fit for thy Mercies: Make my Senſes 
ſubject to my Reaſon, and my Reaſon 
entirely obedient to Thee. 


III. 
Let me Conſider, OLORD my GOD, 


let me remember what Thou art to us : 
Thou art the great Beginning of our Na- 
ture, and glorious End of all our Acti- 
ons: Thou art the free Beſtower of all 
we poſſeſs; and faithful Promiſer of all 
our Hope: Thou art the Suſtainer of 
our Lives; and ready Deliverer from all 
our Enemies: Thou art the merciful 
Chaſtiſer of our Sins; and bounteous 
Rewarder of our Obedience : Thou art 
the only Wiſe GOD; and ſafe Conduc- 
tor of this Life's Pilgrimage : Thou art 
the ever Bleſſed GOD; and the eternal 
Reſt of wearied Souls, : - 
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And new, O my GOD, let me hum- 
bly remember what we are to Thee: 
We, who, alas! are nothing in our 
ſelves ; what can we be to thy Immen- 
fity ? This only we are to Thee, O Great 
CREATOR! the unthankful Objects of 


all thy Bounties : This only we are to 


Thee, O Dear REDEEMER ! the un- 
worthy Cauſe of all thy Sufferings. 
LORD, what are we, that Thou 
ſhouldſt thus regard ſuch -poor, and vile, 
and inconſiderable Wretches! What can 
our Good-will avail thy Bliſs, that with . 
ſo many Charms Thou wooeſtus to love 
Thee.? What can our Enmity prejudice 


thy Content, that thou threateneſt fo ſe- 


verely, if we love Thee not? Is there 
not, O FATHER, Felicity enough in 
the Sweetneſs alone of loving Thee ? Is 
there not Miſery enough in living de- 
priv d of thy bliſsfal Love? Dear LORD, 
Thou knoweſt that there is; and that's 
the only Cauſe which mov'd thy Good- 
neſs to court our Affections: Thou 
kneweſt we elſe ſhould caſt away our- 


C 2 ſelves, 
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ſelves, by doting on the Follies of this 
deceitful World; "Thou kneweſt the 
Danger of our wilful Nature, and there. | 
fore ſtriveſt by greateſt Fears, and great- | 
eſt Hopes, and all the wiſeſt Arts of | 
Love and Bounty, to: draw us 'to thy 
om. 8 

LORD, without Thee, what is all this 
World to us, but a flying Dream of 
buſy Vanities? Thine are the Joys that 
ſhine fix'd as the Stars, and make the 
only ſolid Heaven. Without Thee, O 
LORD, what are we to our ſelves, but 
the wretched Cauſes of our own Ruin? 
Pity, O Gracious GOD, our imperfect 
Nature: Thou art Immortal, and thy 
Day outlives all Time ; we every Mo- 
ment go downwards to the Grave. How 
little Air contains us while we live, and 
how few Spans of Earth ſuffice us at 

our Death 
When, O my GOD, ſhall theſe Di- 
Nances meet together? When will theſe 
Extremities embrace each other Nee 
OW 
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know they were once Miraculouſly 
join'd in the Sacred Perſon of thy Eter- 
nal Son; when the King of Heaven 
ſtoop'd down to Eatth, and grafted in 
his awn Perſon the Nature of Man. We 
hope they once again ſhall be happily 
united in the bliſsful Viſion of thy Glo- 
rious Self; When the Children of the 
Earth ſhall be exalted to Heaven, and 
made Partakers of the Divine Nature. 

Heavenly FATHER, how thy Boun- 
ty gives us all Things elſe, with a large 
and open Hand ; Our Fields at once are 
cover'd with Corn, and our Trees bow 
under the weight of their Fruit; At once 
Thou filleſt our Magazines with Plenty, 
and ſendeſt whole Showers of other 
Bleſſings to attend us: Only our Time 
Thou diſtilleft by Drops, and never giv- 
eſt us Two Moments at once; but tak- 
eſt away one when Thou lendeſt anos 
ther, to teach us the Price of ſo rich a 
Jewel ; that we may learn to value every 
Hour, and not childiſhly waſte them on 
empty Trifles; much leſs conſume whole 
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Days and Vears in purſuing a Courſe of 
Sin and Same. LORD, as Thou thus 
haſt taught my Ignorance, ſo let thy | 
Grace enable my Weakneſs, wiſely to 
manage the Opportunity Thou giveſt | 
me, and ſtill preſs on to new Degrees 
of Improvement : That with my few, 
but well-fpent Years, I may purchaſe 
to my ſelf a bleſt Eternity, 


TUESDAY. 
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TUESDAY. 
I. 


T is from the LORD we derive our 
Being, and from the ſame Good- 
neſs our Continuance to be : From all 
our Enemies his Providence defends us; 
and covers our Heads in the Day of 
Danger : He ſends in his Grace to re- 
lieve our Weakneſs; and diſappoints 
the Temptations that threaten to undo 
us: Here his Almighty Power ſuſtains 
our Life, and mercifully allows us Space 
to Repent ; that, by well employing the 
Time He lends us, we may wiſely pro- 
vide for our own Eternity : He ſtill re- 
peats Bleſſings to us, and ſhall we neg- 
lect our Duty to Him? He freely be- 
{tows on us all our Day, and ſhall we not 

ſpend ſome Part of it in his Service ? 
When we have applied our utmoſt 
Cares, and us'd all the Diligence that 
lies in our Power; What can we do 
but look up, O LORD, to Thee, and 
ſecond our Endeavours with Prayers for 
C 4 thy 
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thy Bleſſing ? When we have implor'd 
thy gracious Mercy ; and, to obtain it, 
have repreſented before Thee the meri- 
torious Offering of thy Son in the Com- 
memorative Sacrifice of his own Inſtitu- 
tion; What can we do but ſubmit our 
Hope, and expect the Event from 
thy own free Goodneſs? Every Mo- 
ment of our Day ſubſiſts by Thee; and 
every Step we take moves by thy Strength: 
Even the Line I now repeat muſt beg its 
Breath from Thee, and ſtop if Thou 
denieſt it. | | 

Are we not all thy Creatures, O Gra- 
cious GOD! and do we not live and 
ſubſiſt by thy Providence? In Thee we 
live, in Thee we move, and have our 
Being: All our Sufficiency proceeds from 
Thee, and all our Succeſs depends on 
thy Favour: Others may tell us the Way 
we ſhould go, but Thou alone canſt en- 
able us to walk; Others may tell us 
the Way, but even they muſt firſt be 
taught by Thee. 

Shouldſt Thou ſeverely examine our 
Hearts, and aſk who works all their 

g Actions 
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Actions in Them; Sure we muſt needs 
bow down our Heads, and from our 


low Duſt humbly ſay, Nothing are we, 
O LORD, but what Thou haſt made 


us; nothing have we but what thou haſt 
given us: Only our Sins are entirely our 


own ; which, O may thy Grace extin- 
guiſh for ever: May all Self- Preſumption 
die in us, and our whole Confidence live 


only in Thee: May even our Frailties 
make us more ſtrong; and our being 


nothing, teach us to be humble: 80 
ſhall thy Power, O LORD, be magni- 
fied in our Weakneſs; and thy Mercy 


triumph in Relief of our Miſery. 


Thus we depend on our Great CREA- 
TOR, and happy are we in this Depen- 


dence: We, and our whole Concerns, 


are depoſited with Him ;. and where can 
we find a better Hand to enſure them ? 
He feeds the Fowls of the Air, and cu- 
riouſly cloaths the Lillies of the Field: 
Without his Providence, not a Sparrow 
falls to the Ground; and ſhall we miſ- 
truſt his Care for his Children? Under 
his Government we have liv'd all this 

C 5 while; 
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while; and can we now ſuſpect He'll 
forſake us? He has ſhewn his Bounty in 
extraordinary Graces ; and will He deny 
us his leſſer Bleſſings? He hath freely 
beſtowed on us his deareſt Son; how 
ſhall He not with Him give us all Things 
elſe? All that are truly uſeful to carry us 
on our Way ; and bring us at length to 
his Eternal Reſt, | 

Still, O my GOD, thy eternal Cha- 
rity retains the ſame Affections for thoſe 
that rely on Thee: Still thy All-ſeeing 
Wiſdom governs the World with the 
ſame immenſe, unalterable Goodneſs: 
The Streams of thy Mercy run now 
more ſtrong; and have wrought to them- 
felves a larger Channel: Since Thou 
broughteſt down the Waters from above 
the Heavens; and openedſt in thine own = 
Body a Spring of Life: A Spring of 
Pleafures, of Joy and Bliſs, to revive our 
Hearts, and overflow them with a Tor- 
rent of everlaſting Felieities. 

Let'us then fit down in Peace, and 
reſt ſecure in the Boſom of Providence: 
Let us not diſturb the Order of thoſe 

Mercies, 
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Mercies, which our GOD hath deſign'd 


us in his eternal Counſels ; Every Acci- 
dent may be turn'd into Virtue; and eve- 
Virtue is a Step to our glorious End. 
If our Affairs ſucceed, let us praiſe our 
Great Benefactor, and think what He 
will give us hereafter, who ſo favours us 
here: If they miſcarry, let us yield to 
the Will of Heaven, and learn, by our 
Croſſes in this World, to betake us to the 
other. Whatever happens, let this be 
our conſtant Rule, to provide for the 
future Life, and be contented with the 
preſent. A 
Shall we not patiently accept a little 
Evil from Him that hath given us ſo 
much Good ? Shall the being without 
ſome one Thing perhaps we need- not, 
more ſenſibly affect us, than the having 
of all we need ? Ingrateful Wretches ! 
the common Benefits we all enjoy, de- 
ſerve the Thankſgiving of a whole Life: 
The Air we breathe in, the Sun that 
ſhines upon us, the Water and the Earth 
that ſo conſtantly ſerve us; the Exerciſe 
and. Uſe of our _ and Reaſon, if not 
2 C6 in 
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in Excellence, at leaſt in ſome Degree; 

all theſe, 0 LORD, Thou generally 

gp to the Good, and to the Bad; and 
or the leaſt of theſe none can praiſe Thee 

enough. 

W hat ſhall we ſay to thoſe high Super- 
natural Bleſſings, The Son of GOD to 
Redeem us, and Heaven to Reward us? 
What ſhall we fay ? Can we complain, 
becauſe ſome perhaps are more Proſper- 
ous than we? Should we not rather look 
down on the many below us, and be 
thankful to ſee our {elves more Favoured 
than they ? Did we adore, as we ought, 
the Wiſdom of our GOD, we ſhould 
cafily truſt Him to Rule his own World: 
Could we underſtand his ſecret Decrees, 
we ſhould read in each Syllable a perfect 
Harmony. | 

Teach me, O Thou bleſt Enlightener 
of our Minds, teach me to expound thy 
Actions rightly : Suffer me not to follow 
my private Spirit, left I create to m 
ſelf a voluntary Miſery : Still let me con- 
ſtrue the Afflictions Fhou ſendeſt me, as 
meant to correct, not to deſtroy me; 

To 
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To prevent ſome Sin, or beget ſome 
virtuous Practice in me; and, when 1 
need my Croſſes no longer, Thou wilt 
take them away. Mean while, O Gra- 
cious LORD, make me wait thy Time, 
and not impatiently preſcribe Limits to 
Thee: Make me to rejoice that my Lot 
is in thy Hands; but O let thy Mercy 
chooſe favourably for me: Diſpoſe as 
Thou pleaſeſt my Condition here; only 
my Portion hereafter, let that be with 
thy Bleſſed. 


N. 

When our firſt Parents had diſobey d 
thy Precepts, to the Ruin of Themſelves 
and their whole Poſterity; thy Mercy, 
O LORD, immediately provided a Re- 
medy, and Gracioufſly promis'd a Power- 
ful REDEEMER, who ſhould ſuffer as 
Man, and ſatisfy as GOD: A Meritori- 
ous REDEEMER, that ſhould Conquer 
Sin and Death; that ſhould fully re- 
pair the Breaches of Mankind, and ren- 
der our Condition better than before ; 
Enlightening our Eyes with a clearer 
View 
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View of thoſe excellent Truths that con- 
cern our Peace, and his All- ſufficient Me- 
rits and Satisfaction; and ſupporting our 
Nature with a ſtronger Grace, to bear 
us ſafely on through all Encounters; till 
we arrive at the Land of Reſt, and be re- 
ceiv'd for ever into that glorious King- 
dom. ; 

O Blefled JESUS ! [our Strength and 
our Guide; who knoweſt, and pitieft 
our weak Capacities ; Who-in thy ten- 
der Care haſt contriv'd ſuch Means, that 
nothing can undo us but our own Per- 
verſeneſs: How eaſy haſt Thou made 
the Way to Heaven ; how light the 
Burthen Thou layeſt on Thy Followers! 
"Tis but to love Thee, our Great Bene- 
factor, and we perfectly fulfil fevery 
Branch of thy Law: "Tis but deſiring 
to ſee Thee, our ſupreme Beatitude, and 


we are ſure to poſſeſs an Eternity of 


Joy. 
Admirable wert thou, O LORD, m 


thy merciful Promiſes, but infinitely 


more in thy wonderful Performance: 


Thou didſt not depute an Angel to 
ſupply 
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fapply thy Place, nor entruſt fo tender a 
Work to the Management. of a Sera- 
phin ; But thy Self didſt bow the Hea- 
yens, and come down ; and with thy 
own bleſt Hands work. our Redemp- 
tion. | 
Wonder, O Heavens ! and be amaz'd, 
OEarth! and every Creature humbly 
bow your Heads ; Bow, and adore this 
incomprehenfible Myſtery, The Word 
was made Fleſh, and dwelt among us, 
But moſt of all, we, who are moſt con- 
cern'd; let us bow down our Faces to 
the Duſt, and proſtrate adore ſo un- 
ſpeakable a Mercy : Behold, thus low 
my SAVIOUR ſtoop'd for me, to check 
the Pride of my corrupted Nature; to 
take me from the Ground, and raiſe me 

to the Felicities of his own Kingdom. 
He came from Heaven with his Hands 
full of Miracles, and every Miracle full 
of Mercies : To the Poor He reveal'd the 
Treaſures of his Goſpel ; and taught the 
Simple the Myſteries of his Kingdom: 
He caſt out Devils by the Command of 
his Will; and forc'd them to Confeſs 
and 
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and Adore his Perſon: He rais'd the 
Dead from the Grave to Life; even 
Himſelf being flain for us upon the 
Croſs, and his Tomb made faſt, and ſe- 
cured with a Guard; He rais'd again by 
his own Victorious Power, and carried 
up our Nature to the higheſt Heavens. 
One Miracle more, O Dear RE- 
DEEMER, I humbly beg, Soften my 


ſtony Heart into a tender Senſe of thy 


great Goodneſs, and my owr Duty: 
Raiſe my dead Spirit from this heavy 
Earth, to dwell with Thee; that as I 
here admire thy bounteous Power, and 
daily ſing the Wonders of thy Grace ; I 
may hereafter adore thy Bleſſed Self, 


and 1ing eternally the Wonders of thy 


Glory. 


III. 


Speak no more proudly, vain Duſt; 
nor provoke any longer the Living 


GOD: Seal up thy Lips in humble Si- 


lence, and tremblingly remember his 
dreadful Judgments: Remember how the 


Earth open'd it ſelf, and ſwallowed up 
alive 
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alive ſo many Thouſands: Remember 
how the Clouds rain'd Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, and buried whole Cities in their 
own Aſhes: Remember how the great 
Deluge o erſpread the World, and ſwept 
away almoſt all Mankind: Remember, 
and aſk the Cauſe of all this Ruin, and 
tell it to the bold Offender; Tell him, 
*twas Sin, and ſuch as his, that drew 
upon them ſuch ſwift Deſtruction. Sin 
threw the Angels down from Heaven, 
and chain'd them up in eternal Dark- 
neſs: Sin baniſh'd Adam out of Para- 
dife, and turn'd that delicious Garden 
into a Field of Weeds, O GOD, how 
terrible is thy Mighty Arm, when Thou 
ſtretcheſt it forth to be avenged of thine 
Enemies! 

O my Soul, how dull and ſenſeleſs 
are we, to ſleep ſecure as if all were 
fafe! Can we repeat theſe amazi 
Truths, and not tremble at the Wrat 
of the Divine Juſtice ? Can we conſider 
the deplorable End of Sinners, and {till 
go on in the Ways of Sin? Strike Thou 
my Heart, O Infinite Majeſty ! with an 

awful 
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awful Reverence of thy Great Name: 
Correct my many Levities into a pious 
Sadneſs; and make thy Judgments on 
Others, Mercies to me. | 

But He that is thus Infinite in Power 
to puniſh, is full as Infinite in Goodneſs 
to ſave, How often have we broke his 
Divine Commands? Yet ftill he ſuftains 
us. O! the ineſtimable Love vouch- 
ſaf d to us Men, for whom the Sove- 
reign King of Heaven humbled Himſelf 
to deſcend upon Earth, and ſuffer a pain- 
ful ignominious Death; to make Expi- 
ation for our Sins, and teach us how to 
live, and how to die; and what to do, 
and what to aim at in both: Thy Mer- 
cies, LORD, are above all thy Works; 
and this above all thy Mercies. 

How many Dangers have we happily 
eſcaped, and not one of them but was 
govern'd by his Providence: How many 
Bleſſings do we daily receive, and not 
one of them but proceeds from his Boun- 
ty: He appointed Paſtors to feed our 
Souls, and ſafely guide them in the Ways 
of Bliſs : He founded his Church on an 

immoveable 
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immoveable Rock, to render our Faith 
firm and ſecure: He ſeal'd his Love 
with Sacraments of Grace, to nouriſh in 
us the Life of Charity. All this Thou 
haſt done, O merciful LORD, the wiſe 
Diſpoſer of Heaven, and Earth ! All this 
Thou haſt done, and ſtill goeſt on by in- 
finite Ways, to gain us to thy Love. 

If we forget Thee, Thou reneweſt a- 
freſh our Memory ; if we fly from Thee, 
Thou ſtill findeſt ſome Means to recal 
us: If we defer our Amendment, Thou 


patiently ſtayeſt for us; and, when we 


return, Thou openeſt thy Arms to em- 
brace us. LORD, all we have is deri- 
ved from Thee; all we can expect, can 
come from none but thy Self : Accom- 
pliſh thine own bleſt Purpoſe in us; and 
finiſh theſe happy Beginnings towards 
us: For our Hopes are great, Thou haſt 
choſen us to thy Glory, ſince already 
Thou haſt ſo kindly diſpos'd us by thy 
Grace. Dreadful art Thou, O LORD, 
in the Terror of thy Judgments ; but 
infinitely more Amiable in the Sweet- 
neſs of thy Mercies, | 

| Good 


ful are we, how ſtran 
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Good GOD! how extremely ingrate- 
gely inſenſible of 
our manifeſt Duty! Every Creature hears 
thy Voice but we, every Thing lives 


by Rule but we; who have Reaſona- 


ble Souls to direct our Actions, and who 
alone are made capable to underſtand 
and know our Obedience. We, who 
expect ſuch glorious Promiſes, and aim 
no lower than the Heaven of Heavens; 
Shall we forget the Law of our GOD, 
that only inſtructs us to perfect our ſelves? 
We, who are bought by the Blood of 


JESUS, and freely Redeemed by his 


facred Croſs; Shall we neglect ſo Gra- 
cious a SAVIOUR, whoſe only Deſign 
is to draw us to his Love? Shall we for- 
get ſo generous a Love, whoſe only Ef- 
fect is to make us Happy ? 

O may thy holy Will, Dear LORD, 
be all my Rule, and thy gracious 
Hand my only Guide: May thy infi- 
nite Goodneſs engage me to love 
Thee; and thy bleſſed Love prepare 
me to enjoy Thee. Thy Laws are 
Holy, Juſt, and Good; Thy Promiſes 

are 
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are unconceivable and eternal Joys: Thou 
Rewardeſt us for performing our rea- 
ſonable Service; and beſtoweſt thy Be- 
nefits on us, for doing what's good for 
our ſelves. Oh, what Blindneſs and 


Folly poſſeſſes the finful World, who 


neglect and refuſe ſo great Advantage 
Pardon, O Gracious LORD, this rude 


Perverſeneſs ; and faſhion my Spirit to 


ſubmit to Thee: Make me exactly ob- 


ſerve what Thou preſcribeſt, how bitter 
ſoever it taſte to my Senſe: Teach me 


to begin all my Works with Fear, to go 


on with Obedience, and finiſh them 


with Love; and after all to fit humbly 


down in Hope, and with a cheerful 


Confidence look up to Thee. 


WEDNESDAY. 
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1 


E T us Adore the GOD that Go- 
verns us: He is our Great and So- 
vereign LORD; the abſolute KING of 
Heaven and Earth: He ſees at once the 
whole Frame of all Things, and thorough- 
ly comprehends their various Natures : 
To every Creature He appoints a fit Of- 
fice ; and guides all their Motions in per- 
fect Order: His Counſels are deep, and 
beyond our Reach; his Ways are wiſe, 
and juſt, and merciful: He provides for 
his Servants a rich Inheritance ; but will 
puniſh the Wicked with everlaſting Tor- 
ments, 

Why thendo you rejoice, and boaſt your 
pleaſant Life, O ye unwary Wretches ! 
who lie aſleep in the Arms of Death ? 
Awake, and chace the Dream away, that 
deludes your fick Heads with empty 
Fancies: Awake, and fill your Eyes 
with Tears, and ſadly look on your real 
Miſeries. Whither, alas! will your Souls 


be 
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be hurried, when in cold Deſpair you 
figh away your laſt faint Breath? They 
ſhall wiſh the Mountains to fall upon 
them, and cry tothe Hills to cover them : 


But nothing ſhall fall on them, but the 


Wrath of GOD; nor cover them, but 
their own Confuſion: There every Vice 
ſhall have its proper Torment, bred out 
of its own Corruption: 'The Laſcivious 
ſhall burn with unquenchable Fire, per- 
petually flaming from their own Paſſions : 
he Glutton, and Drunkard, ſhall vain- 
ly ſigh, for a Drop of Water to cool their 
Tongues: The Riches of the Covetous 
ſhall be as Thorns in their Sides; and the 
Proud be thrown down to the bottom of 
Contempt: The Slothful ſhall miſerably 
deplore their loſt Time, and languiſh 
with Grief at their ſtupid Negligence. 
But O] what horrid Pangs ſhall ſeize 
them all, and wound and pierce the very 
Center of their Souls; when they ſhall 
ſee themſelves eternally depriv'd of the 
bright and bliſsful Viſion of GOD! 
When they ſhall ſee themſelves eternally 
baniſh'd from the ſweet and gracious 
| : Preſence 
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Preſence of JESUS! 5 GOD, wha 
made them to enjoy his Glory; that 
JESUS, who Redeemed them to be Heirs 
af his Felicity. Then ſhall they curſe 
the Day of their Birth; and the unfor- 
tunate Companions that entic d them to 
Sin: They ſhall curſe this vain deceitful 
World; and cry out with a deſperate en- 
raged F ury, 42 theſe the Effects of thoſe 
fond Deſires, whoſe Enjoyment we made 
our chief Felicity? Alas! what avail now 
our wanton, Liberties, and the fugitive 
Pleaſures. we ſo eagerly purſu'd? What 
Comfort receive we from thoſe empty 
Honours, and deceitful Riches we ſo 
highly eſteem'd? They all are yvaniſh'd 
away like a Shadow, — as a Cloud of 
Smoke that's ſeatter d with the Wind; 
But the Remorſe and Puniſhment endure 
for ever, and torture our Spirits with per- 
petual Anguiſn. Thus ſhall they cry, 
and none regard to hear them; thus ſhall 
_ mourn, and * be found to pity 
them. 

O ſad ExpeQance.of a difſolute Life! 


O a Canſeduence of an impenitent 
Death 


for WEDNESDAY. 49. 
Death! Eternally to long for what 
they never can enjoy; Eternally to ſuf- 
fer what they never can avoid. Bleſſed 
be thy gracious Providence, O GOD, that 
with ſuch tender Love forewarns us of 
our Dangers. O ſave me, Dear LORD, 
from all theſe Miſeries ; Save me for thy 
Mercy's Sake: Quicken my Apprehen- 
ſions of the ruinous Effects of Sin; and 
with thy terrible "Threatenings check 
my unbridled Paſſions; That if thy glo- 
rious Promiſes move not my Heart; the 
Fear at leaſt of Hell may fright me into 
Heaven. 

Why do you Mourn, ye Children of 
Light, to whom belong the Promiſes of 
Bliſs? Who feed on the pleaſant Fruits 
of Piety, and the continual Feaſt of a 
good Conſcience : Who taſte already the 
Sweetneſs of Hope; and hereafter ſhall 
be ſatisfied with the Fulneſs of Fruition : 
What can moleſt your happy State, whom: 
the GOD of Glory hath choſen for Him- 
ſelf? Whom He hath adopted into his 
own Family, and defign'd for Heirs of 
the Kingdom of Heaven? 

D Let 


1 
* 
3 


* * * 
— 4 r TE m f a 
— — 1 „ * — * 
- — — 
— — - — — 
* — «x — — 


— —_— 
© _— — 2 2 2 OO. 
- 
—_— TS 


5o MEDITATIONS 


Let the impenitent Sinner be frighted 
with Fear ; and the obdurate Heart break 


aſunder with Grief : But for the Inno- 
cent, let them always be glad, 15 the 
Servants of JESUS rejoice and ſing, 
Sweet is the Yoke of thy Love, Dear 
LORD, and light is the — of thy 
Commands: But O! how far more rich 
are thy faithful Promiſes, how infinitely 
ous thy unſpeakable Rewards! When 

every Virwe in us ſhall be fully Recom- 
pens'd ; and every Head beCrown'd with 
a Diadem of Glory. The Humble, there 
ſhall be highly Exalted ; and the Poor in 
Spirit preferr'd to be Kings The Meek, 
ſhall poſſeſs the Holy Land; and the 
Mourners be comforted with eternal Re- 
freſhments; The Clean of Heart, ſhall 
ſee the GOD of Purity ; and the Lovers 
of Peace, have the Privilege of his Chil- 
dren : They who hunger and thirſt after 


| Righteouſneſs, ſhall be filled; and the 
- Merciful entertain'd with the Embraces 


of Mercy : 'They who ſuffer Perſecution, 
ſhall be abundantly Rewarded ; and the 
Enlighteners of Others, ſhine bright as 

the 
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= the Stars: They who relinquiſh'd any 
thing for GOD, ſhall receive a Hundred 
fold; and all the Juſt ſhall be in Glory 
for ever : . a ſerene Bani 
ſhall be - perpetually within them; and 
3 we 3 Joys al round about them: 
Joy in the Excellencies of their Glorified 
Bodies; Joy in the Perfections of their 
enlarged Souls; Joy in the ſweet Society 
of Saints; Joy in the glorious Company 
of Angels: Joy. in the raviſhing Sight of 
our beloved JESUS; Joy in the bliſsful 
Union with the Adored DEITY. 
Then ſhall they bleſs the true Friend 
that reprov'd them, and the charitable 
Hand that aſſiſted them to their Happi- 
neſs: They ſhall praiſe and admire the 
= provident Mercies of their GOD, and ſing, 
with joyful Wonder, the Victories of 
his Grace, Isthis the Effect of thoſe little 
Pains we took? Are theſe the Repairs 
for thoſe petty Loſſes we ſuffer d? Hap- 
py. wie, who denied our ſelves a few Tri- 
fles, and now are advanc'd to theſe high 
Felicities: Millions of Years ſhall paſs 
away, and our Glory ſhall then ſeem 
D 2 but 
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but to begin : Millions of Millions ſhall 
paſs away, and our Glory ſhall be no 
nearer its End. Thus ſhall they Rejoice, 
and none diſturb them ; and thus ſhall 
they Sing, and all the Heavens join with 
them, 

O ſweet Expectance of a pious Life ! 
O happy Conſequence of a holy Death! 
Eternally to be free from whatſoever can 
Afflict; Eternally to enjoy whatever can 
Delight. Bleſt be thy gracious Provi- 
dence, O GOD, that with ſo large a 
Bounty wooes us to our Happineſs : 
Wooes us in a Way we are apt to be ta- 
ken; the Love of our ſelves, and our 
own great Intereſt: As Thou haſt prepar- 
ed ſuch Felicities for me; O may thy 
Grace prepare me for them: O may this 
beſt of Works take up all my Time, at 
leaſt take up the beſt Part of it: At leaſt 
every Morning let me renew my Hopes; 
and cloſe the Evening with the ſame 
ſweet Thoughts: Still let me Labour, 
ſtill let me Suffer; my Troubles are ſhort, 


and m Jo 8 Eternal, 
EY — II. Come 
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H. 


Come now, my Soul, and chooſe ; for 
Life and Death are ſet before thee: 
Chooſe, whilſt thy Gracious LORD al- 
tows thee Day, leſt the Night of Dark- 
neſs overtake thy Negle& : Chooſe, but 
remember thy Eternity is concern'd, and 
examine well e're thou make thy Re- 


folve : Call all the Pleaſures of the World 


before thee, and aſk if any of them be 


worth ſuch Pains ? Aſk, if to ſatisfy ſome 
Irregular Paſſion, can recompenſe the For- 
feiture of ſuch Felicities ? Aſk, if the vain 
forbidden Things thou loveſt, deſerve thy 
Affection better than thy Maker? Will 
they protect thee at the Hour of Death; 
or plead thy Cauſe at the Day of Judg- 
ment? O'no! they but deceive us with 
a ſmiling Look; which we too. often 
have prov'd by dear Experience. Tis 
Heaven alone that yields a true Content; 
"tis Heaven alone that fills us with De- 
light, Take then away your Flatteries, 
falſe World; and leave me free for bet- 
ter Thoughts: Turn Thou thy Face to 

8 D 3 me, 
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me, Dear JESUS, and keep mine Eyes 
ſtill turn'd towards Thee; that I may 
look continually on thy Glorious Perfecti- 
ons, and be raviſh'd for ever with the 
Charms of thy Sweetnelſs, 

Here we, alas! move ſlowly in the 
Dark ; led on by the Argument of Things 
not ſeen, Did we but clearly perceive, 
what we ſay we believe ; we ſhould ſure- 
ly change the Courſe of our Lives: Did 
we but ſee the Damned in their Flames, 
or hear them cry in the midſt of their 


'Torments ; ; How ſhould we fear to fol- 


low them in their Sin, which we know 
hath plunged them in all thoſe Miſeries 
How ſhould we ſtrive againſt the next 
Temptation, and caſt about to avoid the 
Danger! 
Did we but ſee the Glories of che 
Saints, or hear the ſweet Hymns they 
continually ſing ; How ſhould we ſtudy 
to imitate their Lives, which we know 
hath raiſed them to all their Happineſs ! 
How ſhould we ſeek all Occaſions of Im- 
provement, and make it our Buſineſs to 
work out our Salvation! Or, as yr 
ait 
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Faith but firmly believe the Truths we 
every Day recite in our Creeds ; What 
would we do to attain thoſe Joys ? What 
would we do to eſcape thoſe Sorrows ? 
Would half an Hour be too long to 
Pray; or once a Week too often: to Faſt ? 
Would the Pardon of an Injury be too 
hard a Law ; or the making Reſtitution 
too. dear a Price? Durſt we return to our 
Sins again; or ſpend our Time in Idle- 
neſs and Folly? Yet is all this as ſure as 
if we ſaw it, and would move us as much 
if we ſeriouſly confider'd it: If we con- 
fider'd, what I'm ſure we Believe; we 
ſhould never live as I'm ſure we do. 
Which of us doubts but e're long we 
ſhall all be Duſt; yet which of us lives 
as if we thought to Die? How many 
Thouſands have been ſurpriz'd in the 
midſt of their Sins, and hurry'd away to 
everlaſting Sorrows? And I, alas! how 
many Times have I been ouilty, and yet 
my GOD has ſpar'd me? O my indul- 
gent SAVIOUR, no other Reaſon can I 
give, why I am not Miſerable, but that 
Thou art Merciful : Bleſſed be thy 
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Patience, that endures ſo long; and bleſ- 

ſed be thy Grace, that delivers at laſt, 
Pity, O Gracious LORD, the Frail- 
ties of thy Servant, and ſuffer not my 
Blindneſs to lead me to Ruin: Supply my 
Want of Sight, by a lively Faith; and 
ſtrengthen my Faith by thy powerful 
Grace: Make me ſeriouſly to. conſider 
it is no light Matter to gain, or loſe, the 
Kingdom of Heaven: Make me chooſe 
wiſely, and purſue my Choice ; and as 
well uſe the Means, as approve the End. 
Give me Patience under Adverſities and 
Afflictions, and help me in all Conditions 
to be carrying on the Work of my Sal- 
vation. O do Thou ſo rule and govern 
my Heart, and take it off from the Vani- 
ties of the World; that it may ſtill in- 
cline towards Thee, and reſt at laſt in 
thy holy Preſence. Thou art my LORD, 
and I will ſerve Thee in Fear; Thou art 
my GOD, and I will love Thee in Hope, 
and humble Confidence of enjoying Thee 
for ever, | 
Let them neglect thy Praiſes, O LORD, 
who never conſider thy Mercies ; Let 
them 
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them be filent to Thee, O Gracious 
GOD, whoſe Mouths are full of them. 
ſelves : But as for me, I will thankfully 
acknowledge the Riches of thy Good- 
neſs ; My Heart ſhall continually Medi- 
tate on Thee, and my Lips ſhall delight 
to ſpeak of thy Gloty. Bleſſed for ever 
be thy Name, O JESU ! and for ever 
be thy Wiſdom extolled and admired ; 
whoſe infinite Charity has vouchſafed our 
Earth ſuch excellent Rules to guide us to 
Heaven. Thou taughteſt us that happy 
Skill of finding our Lives, by a gene- 
rous loſing them, to follow Thee: Thou 
taughteſt us to trample this World under 
out Feet, and uſe it as a Step to climb up 


to the next: From Thee we learn thoſe 


glorious Myſteries, that exalt our Faith 
ſo high above Reaſon: From Thee we 
derive thoſe Heroic Counſels, that raiſe 
our Souls ſo far above Nature: From 
Thee alone, and from thy School of 
Diſcipline and Grace; we learn all that 
we know, and receive Power for all chat 
ve do. Nupen Wo 
| 1 / D 5 . 
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How long, alas! might we have wan-. 
der d here, in the midſt of Darkneſs. 
and Error; had not thy Love and Pity, 
O Merciful LORD, — down thy 

very Self to become our Light? Neyer 


ſelves, and take up our Croſs, — fol - 
low Thee; Hadſt Thou not terrified us 
to fear thy Wrath, by declaring the Mi- 
ſeries that attend our Sins; hadſt Thou 
not invited us to obey, thy Commands, 
by promiſing the Felicities of a pious 
Life. O Thou All-ſeeing Wiſdom of 
the Eternal FATHER, and Sovereign 
KING of Men and Angels! who from 
thy glorious Throne didſt defcend on our 
Earth, familiarly to teach us the Ora- 
cles of Heaven; write Thou theſe ſacred 
Words in the Table of my Heart; Make 
me ſtill ſtudy Thee, my heavenly Ma- 
fer, and 1 — the Perfec- 
tion of thy Law; which makes even 
here our Life more ſweet; and leads us 
hereafter to everlaſting Felicity. 

How many Souls are vnhapplly au- 


ced, and loſe themſelves in the 9 
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of Error and Hereſy ? While we, by thy 
Providence, are directly led in the ſtrait 
and only Way to Happineſs. How many 
Nations lie miſerably involv'd in the 
Darkneſs of Barbariſm and Unbelief > 
While we enjoy a clear Noon-day,. and 
ſafely walk in the Light of thy Truth. 
O Infinite Goodneſs, who freely chooſeſt 
to pour forth thy Bleſſings on us, tho” 
unworthy of them; As tis alone from 
Thee we receive theſe Favours, to Thee 
alone let us return our Praiſes. 


III. 

LORD; how ſecure and quiet do they 
live, whom thy Grace preſerves in In- 
nocence ! The Day goes ſmoothly over 
their Heads; they are not afraid of any 
evil Tidings; for any Terror by Night, 
nor for the Arrow that flieth by Day: 
Their Affairs are guided with Diſcretion; 
their Wills in Obedience to Reafon All 
their Delight is to think of Heaven, and 
reckon o'er the Joys they ſhall one Day 


poſſeſs. | 
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But O the DiſtraQion of a Life led by 
Humour, and the miſerable Thraldom 
of being ſubject to our Paſſions! How 
do they engage us to Folly and Conten- 
tion, and imbitter our Days with Strife 
and Envy? How often do they quarrel 
even among themſelves, and raiſe a War 
in our own Boſoms ? If they delight our 
corrupted Taſte, then it is, alas! they 
moſt undo us, by feeding the Humour 
of our fatal Diſeaſe. 

O Thou, the Fountain as well as 
Pattern of Meekneſs; poſſeſs my Soul 
with this excellent Virtue, That my 


Mind may never be diſcompos'd ; that 


my Tongue may not break forth into 


violent Expreſſions, nor my Hands into 


any raſh injurious Actions: Let my Soul 
feel only the ſweet Impulſes of divine 
Hope and Charity within ; however Ir- 
regular and full of Confuſion the World 
be without me, 

Vain at the beſt, and ſhort are the En- 
joyments of this Life. Save me, O 
Bleſſed JESUS, or elſe I periſh : Send 
down thy powerful Grace to ſuſtain my 

Part, 
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Part, and thoroughly reduce theſe un- 
quiet Diſorders; that I may always pre- 
ſerve a ſerene Temper, and conſtantly 
enjoy an univerſal Peace: Peace with 
the Bad, by bearing their Injuries ; Peace 
with the Good, by conforming to their 
Virtues : Peace with my ſelf, by ſubdu- 
ing Senſe to Reaſon ; and with Thee, by 
improving Reaſon with Religion. 

Suffer not, O LORD, my Frailties 
to become a Cuſtom, leſt I die Impeni- 
tent, and periſh without Recovery: De- 
liver me from the Occaſions of Sin, and 
the Importunities of ſuch as delight in 
Folly : Deliver me from the Snare of 
enticing Company, and the dangerous 
Infection of ill Example. Once more, my 
Soul, repeat this Prayer, and humbly im- 
plore again ſo neceſſary a Bleſſing : Deli- 
ver me, O LORD, from the Occaſions 
of Sin, and the Importunities of ſuch 
as delight in Folly : Deliver me from the 
Snare of enticing Company, and the 
dangerous Infection of ill Example. Set 
a ſtrict Watch contmually over my Eyes, 
and diligently keep the Doors my 
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Lips: Govern all my Senfes, that they 
ſeduce not my Mind; direct and order 
every Motion of my Heart. Perfect, O 
Dear RED EERER, the Work Thou 
haſt begun, and make even my Paſſions 
Servants of thy Grace. 

O Thou, whoſe bliſsful Viſion is the 
Joy of Angels, and Sovereign Happi- 
neſs of all thy Saints! O that my Soul 
could love Thee without Limits, as 
Thou art in thy Self moſt infinitely Ami- 
able ; That I could fix all my Thoughts 
on Thee, and never take them off from 
the Memory of thy Goodneſs ; At leaſt, 
O Thou Fountain of Eternal Bliſs, and 
Bounty that flows ſo freely with perpe- 
tual. Bleffings! Let every Day I receive 
of Thee, ſtill ſet apart ſome Portion of 
it felf ; ſeriouſly to meditate thy infinite 
Mercies, and heartily rejoice in thy glo- 
rious Rewards: Mercies that give us all 
we have; and Rewards that reſerve for 
us all we can with. 

Deliver me, O LORD, from: the 
tations of this World, and Merci- 
oy ſave me from the Wrath to 8 
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Let a9 aiakeuhy Peace betimes with my 
GOD, before the Evening of my Life 
approach too near: Let me endeavour 
to find Favour with my Judge, before I 
ſhall be brought to his awful Tribunal. 
Little, Thou knoweſt, O LORD, is the 
Good I do, and every Degree of it is 
deriv'd from 'Thee : Great, I confeſs, are 
the Evils I commit, and all to be charg'd 
intirely upon my ſelf. Tell me, my 
Soul, Could I have ſaved my ſelf from 
any dangerous Temptation, unleſs my 
GOD had powerfully ſuſtain'd me ? 
Could I have carried on any pious Pur- 
poſe, unleſs his Hand had bleſt my En- 
deavours? No! to thy Self, O LORD, 
I give all the Praiſe, if thy Servant hath 
performed the leaſt good Work : Give 
to thy Self all the Glory, O' LORD, if 
I have not committed the worſt of Sins: 
Thy Hand alone directs us to do well, 
and the fame bleſt Hand reſtrains us 
from ill. Tis not in us to eſteem thoſe 
unſeen Joys; and deſpiſe the Flatteries 
of this deceitful World: Tis not the 
Work of corrupted Nature, to mortify 
our 
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MEDITATIONS, &c. 65 
THURSDAY. 
1 * 


TILL our LORD furniſhes us with 
Means to perform whatever his Ju- 
ſtice Commands: He feeds our Under- 
ſtanding with the Knowledge of his 
Truth, and ſtrengthens our Wills with 
his heavenly Grace : . He refreſhes our 
Memories with a thouſand Benefits, and 
feaſts our Souls with everlaſting Hopes : 
With his own Sacred Body and Blood, 
He feeds us, and nouriſhes us up to Im- 
mortal Life; Beginning even here that 
bleſſed Union, which ſhall be fully per- 
fected in his own Kingdom. 

Thy Spouſe the Church, O Thou 
Glorious King of Heaven, Thou cam- 
eſt down to viſit ; Preſerving her in the 
midſt of Pagans and Yews ; and againſt 
more ſubtile and dangerous Enemies than 
they; Worldly Politicians, and the Au- 
thors and Maintainers of Hereſy and 
Schiſm : Thou didſt introduce her with 
the Power ef Miracles; and ay 
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66 MEDITATIONS. 


her with the of Blood Martyrs ; and may 
the Faith which was once delivered to 
the Saints, ever continue in a happy 
Progreſs. 

Where, O Thou boundleſs Ocean of 
immenſe Charity! where will thy over- 
flowing Streams ſtay their Courſe ? We, 
and our Ingratitude, ſtrive to oppoſe 
Thee; but nothing can tefiſt thy Al- 
mighty Goodneſs. : When the Impiety 
of Man was at the Height, and their 
treacherous Heads defigning to betray 
Thee; then did thy Wiſdom mercifully 
conſult to overcome their Malice with 
thy Bounty: Immediately Thou con- 
trĩvedſt an admirable Way, to invite all 
the World to a Feaſt of Miracles; a 
Feaſt where thy Sacred Body ſhould be 
our Food, and thy precious Blood our 
Drink; a Feaſt in which are continu- 
ally wrought new Miracles of Love for 
us: And, as if it had not been Love e- 
nough, to have given thy Self on the 
Croſs; Thou haſt found out a Way to 
give thy Self to us in the Holy Sacra- 
ment; To unite us to thy Self with * 
1211 mo 
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moſt intimate Union that it is poſſible to 
Conceive, and which we ean better feel, 
than Expreſs: For what greater Mercy 
and Bounty can be extended to us, than 
for our REDEEMER to become the 
2 Food, Support, and Comfort of o 

WH ,:>" 

What Thanks, Gracipus LORD, ou 
we return Thee for thoſe; Wonders of 
Love Thou haſt ſhewed to us wretched 
Sinners? Who ſayeſt, Come to me, you 
that labour for Holineſs, and are op- 
preſs d under the Weight of your Sins; 
Come to me, you that hunger after Hea- 
ven, and thirſt to drink at the Fountain 
of Bliss Come to me, and I will refreſh 
_=_ du with the Wine of Gladneſs, and the 

ad of Life: Come you that have 
Leiſure, and here entertain your Time; 
come you that are Buſy, and here learn 
to fanQify your Employment. 
Thus does our LORD invite, _ 
hall we go? Shall Sinners dare to fit 
down at his Table? Thus He invites, 
and ſhall we nat go? Shall: Wretches 
ere to refuſe his Call ? Riſe then, 
w_F 
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63 MEDITATIONS 
my Soul, and fly to the Preſence of this 


great Myſtery: Ariſe; and leave the 


orld behind thee, and run with Glad- 
neſs to Salute thy LORD: Enter the 


Palace of his glorious Reſidence, the 


Place where his Honour dwelleth: There 
ſhall we ſee the Eternal Word, who de- 


ſcended from Heaven to become Man 


for us; There we ſhall ſee the Prince of 
Peace ſacrifice Himſelf to reconcile us 


with his Father ; There ſhall we fee, O 
ſtupendious Merey! the Son of GOD 
with Food entertaining che Gons of 


Men. er gut SSCL) ©£ 
Can we, 0 dear REDEEMER, bo- 


lieve the Wonders of this Myſtery, and 


not be raviſh'd with Admiration of thy 
Goodneſs ? Can we acknowledge thy 
Supreme Veracity, and not believe this 


Wonder of thy Love? None but infi- 


nite Wiſdom could ever have invented 
fo ſtrange, ſo high, and prodigious a 
Myſtery : None but an inconceivable in- 
finite Goodneſs, would ever have im- 
parted ſo dear, and —_— and rich a 


0 how 
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O how: inſenſible of their own true 
Intereſt, are thoſe that neglect to ap- 
proach this ſacred Feaſt! Is it a ſmall 
Matter with you, O careleſs Wretches, 
to lie under a great Load of Guilt, that 
you come not to receive the Pardon of 

our Sins ? Is the Great GOD willing to 
reconcil'd to Sinners ; and ſhould not 
all Mankind then earneſtly ſeek his Fa- 
vour, and gladly receive the Pledges of 
his Love? Are we not under the great- 
eſt Obligations to do any difficult or 
dangerous Thing for his Sake; and 
much more comply with his dying Will, 
when it requires ſo eaſy and pleaſant a 
Duty ? Did our SAVIOUR drink Vine- 
gar, and eat Gall for us, and ſhall we 
refuſe at his Command to take theſe 
pleaſant Dainties ? Men pretend to fear 
the incurring of Damnation by unwor- 
thy Receiving ; but do not fear to deſerve 
it by neglecting to Receive. 

Bleſſed are the Eyes, O JESU, that 
ſee Thee in thoſe holy Signs; and bleſ- 
ſed is the Mouth that reverently receives 
"un! Bleſſed yet more is the wr 

at 


that deſires thy Coming, and longs to ſee 
Thee in thy beauteous Self. O Thou 
Eternal LORD of Grace and Glory; our 
Joy, and Portion in the Land of the Li- 
ving/! What haſt Thou there prepared 
for thy Servants, who beſtoweſt ſuch 
Pledges of thy Bounty here! What doſt 
Thou there reſerve in thine own King- 
dom, who giveſt us thy Self in this 
Place of Baniſhment! How will. thy 
open Viſion tranſport our Souls, When 
our dark Faith yields us ſuch Delights ? 
Nothing on Earth ſo ſweet as to kneel 
whole Hours before Thee, and one by 
one conſider thy innumerable Mercies : 
What muſt it be in Heaven to dwell 
continually with Thee, and contemplate 
wy I Goodneſs and gry ! 


| . 

0 my adored REDEEMER | ſon 
will that happy r, when mine 
Eyes may ebend Thee without, a Veil ? 
When will —— — and Shadows 
paſs awa may ſhine on 
me in their elt 1 Lanz“ "Objec- not 


ins againſt 
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againſt me, deareſt LORD, that none 

can ſee thy Face and live; thoſe Fears 

thy Love has chang'd, and all my Hope 

is now to live by ſeeing Thee. Say not, 
O Thou mild and gracious Majeſty, if I 
approach thy Preſence I muſt die; ra- 

ther inſtruct me ſo to die, that I may 
live for ever in thy Preſence. 

Unhappy Man ! at firſt created Juſt ; 
as every Work comes fair from the 
Hands of GOD: At firſt endow'd with 
Dominion over the Earth ; and, which 
was more, with Dominion over himſelf : 
At firſt not only made ſole Lord of 
Paradiſe, but Heir Apparent to the Hea- 
ven of Heavens: All this was loſt by 
one raſh Act, diſobeying the Law of 
thy wiſe CREATOR : All this, alas! 
we loſt by thy Tranſgreſſion; which 
brought in Sin, and Death, and univer- 
ſal Miſery : Our Bodies were deprav'd 
by thy Diſtemper ; and our Souls made 

fit for ſuch deprav'd Bodies: Our Senſes 
quickly rebelled againſt Reaſon; and 
both together conſpired againſt Grace: 
Dulneſs and - Ignorance o'erſpread the 

World; 
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32 
World; Error and Vice 'poſſeſs'd Man- 
kind: The Law they obſerv d, was their 


own unruly Appetite; and the Deity 
worſhipped, the Work of their own 
Hands. 

This mov'd thyCompaſiion, Gravious 
LORD, who often art found by thoſe 
that ſeek Thee not: Who never with- 
draweſt thy Hand in Time of Need; 
but conſtantly ſupplieſt us in all our Di. 
ſtreſſes: This mov'd thy Pity to under- 
take our Relief, to come down thy Self 
to dwell among'us: To reſcue the de- 
luded World from Idolatry ; and call 
Men from Darkneſs to thy marvellous 
ſaving Light. Whither, O my GOD, 
ſhould we wander, if left to our ſelves ? 
Where ſhould we fix our Hearts, if not 
directed by Thee? | 

LORD, what a happy Change has 
thy Coming wrought, what glorious Ef- 
feats has it produc'd ! Narrow was once 
the Gate, and ſtrait the Path to Bliſs, 
and but few could find it: In ſeveral 
populous Cities, not Ten that were 
Pe: ; and -from an univerſal 

| Deluge, 
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Deluge, but Eight that were faved : 
But fince Thou appearedſt, O Glorious 
Meſſiah ! Light is come into the World, 
and the Way of Salvation has been made 
known to all Men : Now, by thy abun- 
dant Grace, we ſee Thouſands, with a 
ſtrong and vigorous Love, run ſwiftly 
after Thee, in the Ways of thy Coun- 
ſels: Now, by the Aſſiſtance of thy 
Spirit, weſee Millions, with a fair 93 
of Hope, walk conſtantly towards Thee, 
in the Ways of thy Commands: Now 
we ſee Kings and mighty Nations ſub- 
mit to Thee; and hope e'relong the 
People every-where will adore Thee. 
Whence could this ſtrange Improve- 
ment come, whence could all thoſe 
Bleſſings ſpring ; but from thy Exem- 
plary Life, O Bleſſed JESU, and the in- 
finite Merits of thy painful Death? Both 


which are united, and the Fruits there- 


of abridg'd in the Holy Sacrament of thy 


moſt precious Body and Blood: Tis 


this, and our Holy Baptiſm, that gives Life 
and Spirit to thy Church, and works all 
the Wonders which ſo highly adorn the 


E World: 
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World: For theſe we build our great 
and ſumptuous Churches, to beſtow on 
our GOD the beſt Houſes we have: For 
theſe we beautify thy Temples, and en- 
tertain our LORD in the beſt Way we 
can: Theſe ſaying Myſteries elerve the 
Memory of our dear REDEEMER's 
"Death; and apply to our Souls all the 
Merits of his Paſſion : Theſe fill our 
Hearts with Heroic Courage, to do, 
and ſuffer for the Name of JESUS: 
Theſe are the Food of Faith, and Hope, 
and Love; and theſe Three fit us for 
<ternal Happineſs. 

O O bleſt Memorial of our SAVIOUR's 
Love; and faithful Seal of all his Pro- 
: miſes! All the ſhort Time I live, my 
GOD, I will wholly employ to adore 

thy Majeſty: Thee will I bleſs for all 
thy Mercies; to Thee will I open all 
my Neceſſities ; ; begging thy Pardon for 
my paſt Offences, and thy gracious Aſ- 

ſiſtance for the Time to come ; Implor- 
ing the Grace, and Preſervation of thy 
Church ; and thy Bleſſing upon all the 


World. 
III. And 
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III. 

And does our Glorious GOD not only 
- viſit, but dwell perpetually with us Men 
upon Earth? He whom the Heaven of 
Heavens cannot contain; does He make 
his Reſidence in our little Tabernacles ? 
Where are you, careleſs Men, that you 
- run not quickly hither, and bow to your 
King with your loweſt Homage? Who 
tho' He ſhines out clear to the Bleſſed 
above, yet have his Mercies to us far 
more. of Care and tender Providence ; 
whilſt He not only is pleas'd to be among 
us, but condeſcends to become even One 
with us. 

O O. Souls: Redeemed by the Blood of 
JESUS, and nouriſh'd with his Sacred 
Body! Why melt you not away in Tears 
of Joy, for being ſo regarded by the 
King of Heaven? Why not at leaſt diſ- 
ſolve ye into Tears of Sorrow, for ſo 
little regarding Him? Who will not 
tremble, that ſtands in the Sight of ſo 


Freat a Majeſty ! Who can forbear to be 


tranſported with Joy, that thinks. I 


2 am 
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| aſpires to an Union with my Bleſſed 
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am a Gueſt at the Table of my GOD! 


my Great and Glorious GOD, who, pure- 


ly out of Love, thus gives me Himſelf 
in a Myſtery of Grace, as a Pledge of my 
Salvation, O infinite Sweetneſs ! how 
good 1s it for us to be here, and as it 
were to behold our LORD transfigured 
before us ? Here let us make a Thouſand 


Tabernacles; One, O my JESUS, for 


Thee, and one for each of us; that we 
may dwell about Thee, and fing and 


_ worſhip in thy Holy Preſence. What 
ſhould the Captive wiſh but Liberty ; 


and the weary Pilgrim, but to be at Reſt? 


What ſhould the Sick defire but Health; 


and what can I, but to be with my GOD? 

But ſtay, am I dreſt like a Friend of 
the Bridegroom, that I ſafely may come 
to this Marriage-Supper? Have I con- 
ſider d how chaſte thoſe Eyes ſhould be, 
which go to behold theGOD of Purity ? 
Have I conſider'd how clean that Mouth 
ſhould þe, which preſumes to eat the 
Bread of Heaven ? But moſt, how All 
celeſtial that Soul ſhould be, which 


SAVIOUR? 
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SAVIOUR ? My Heart, look well into 
thy ſelf, and get a diſtin Knowledge 
of this Divine Inſtitution, that thou 
mayeſt be able to diſcern the LORD's 
Body. | 
Alas! how poor, and dull, and empty 
are we! how infinitely unworthy of ſo 
Divine a Myftery ? Yet are we call'd by 
Him that can Command; by Him that 
ſees, and pities our Miſeries: He bids 
us come, He will ſurely receive us; 
and with his bounteous Fulneſs ſupply 
our Defects. Go then, my Soul, go to 
that holy Table, and take thy Part of 
that delicious Banquet: Go all inflam'd 
with Love, and Joy, and Hope; and 
quench thy Thirſt at that ſacred Spring 
of Bliſs. No more Ingratitude to fa 
Gracious a GOD ; no more Neglect of 
ſo Glorious a Majeſty. Away falſe 
Pleaſures, Sin, and Vanity; for the GOD 
of Holineſs hath touch'd my Heart: He 
has Himſelfgone in and taken full Poſſeſ- 
ſion, and ſealed it up for his own Service, 
Who will give me this happy Favour, 
that I may find my GOD alone? That 
a I may 


* 


A — * 5 _— = ———— * — yd 
- 


— 3.7 


78 MEDITATIONS 
T may find Him in the Silence-of Re- 
tirement, where the Noiſe of this World 
can no Way interrupt me; but that 
my GOD may ſpeak to me, and 1 to 
Him; that I may unfold before Him all 
my Wants, and freely aſk the Charity 
of his Counſel. What ſhall I do, O 
my Gracious LORD, to be Happy here? 
What ſhall I do to be Happy hereafter ? 
Nature already has thus far taught me, 
that, in all Tundertake, I ſhould ſeek my 
own Good: Only I have Cauſe to fear 1 
may miſtake that Good, and ſet-up an 
Idol inſtead of 'Thee ; unleſs my GOD 
vouchſafe to Inſtruct me, and ſhew 
my Soul its true Felicity. | 
Thus the Eternal Wiſdom gives Ad- 
vice, Seek firſt the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and all Things elſe ſhall be added to thy 
With : Love with thy whole Affections 
the Enjoyment. of thy GOD, and all 
Things elſe ſhall conſpire to thy Happi- 
neſs, Theſe my Lips confeſs are excel- 
lent Truths; but when, O my GOD, 
ſhall, my Life confeſs them likewiſe ? 
When ſhall I perfectly overcome my 
Paſſions, 
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paſſions, and guide them ſo that they 
may draw me to thy Light? Check 
Thou their lawleſs Motions by thy 
Grace, leſt they violently carry me away 
from my Duty: Wean Thou my Heart 
from the Follies of this World, and 
quicken its Appetite to thy ſolid Joys; 
that I may hunger and thirſt perpetually 
after Thee, and thoſe gtotious Promiſes 
Thou haſt made to thy Servants, 
What haſt Thou promis 'd, Gracious 
LORD, to him that receives Thee with 
an humble Love?. All that s contain'd 
in thoſe ſweet and myſtic Words, He 
dwells in me, and I in Him. O bleſſed 
Words, if once my Soul can ſay, He 
dwells in me, and J in Him! He is my 
Refuge in all T emptations; He is my 
Comfort in all Diſtreſſes: He is my Se- 
curity againſt all my Enemies; He dwells. 
in me, and I in Him. What can am 
infinite Bounty give greater than it ſelf? 
And what can an empty Creature receive 

greater than his GOD? 
O Glorious LORD, the only Center 
of all my 142 Were my unſteady” 
= 4. Soul 
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Soul once united to Thee, or once had 
reliſh'd the Sweetneſs of thy Preſence; 
How would all other Company ſeem 
dull and tedious, and the whole World 
be bitter to my Taſte? How would my 
Thoughts cleave faſt to Thee, and glad- 
ly ſeal this everlaſting Covenant, If 


Thou, O LORD, wilt dwell with me, 


my Heart ſhall continually attend on 
Thee: Night and Day will I fing thy 
Praiſes, and all my Life long adore thy 
Mercies. 

Thou art my only Hope, O Bleſſed 
JESU; and thy Favour alone is Al 
Things to me. In Thee enjoy the Pro- 
tection of a King, and the rare Fidelity 
of a conſtant Friend: In Thee I poſſeſs 
whatſoever I want; and thy Fulneſs ex- 
ceeds even my utmoſt Deſires. Thou 
art, O JESUS, my GOD, and all Things; 
what can I think, or with for more ? Al- 
ready enough is ſaid for them that love, 
and know the Value of thoſe precious 
Words, My GOD, and all Things ! 
Words that revive the fainting Mind, 


and fill its darkeſt Thoughts with Light 


and 
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and Joy. O may theſe bleſſed Words 


dwell on my Tongue, and live for ever 


in my Memory, Where-e er I am in 
this unconſtant World, and whatever 
Buſineſs entertains my Hands; 3 Still let 


my inward Eye look up to T bee. Still 


may I wiſh and long for that Hap 4 
Day, which opens to my Soul fo ble 

View ; Where I ſhall ice, and no e 
darkly believe, that Thou, O LORD, 


art my GOD, andall Things. 
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FRI DAZ. 


J. 


HEN we had ſold our ſelves 
to Sin, and were all become the 
Slaves of Satan ; our Bleſſed, JESUS de- 
ſcended from Heaven, and brought a vaſt 
Price to buy our Freedom : The Price 
was no leſs than his own Blood, which 
He plenteouſly ſhed on the holy Croſs ; 
Depoſiting ſo his ineſtimable Life, to re- 
ſcue us Sinners from eternal Death. Let 
us conſecrate this Day to his Sacred Me- 
mory, and tenderly compaſſionate his 
unparallel'd Sufferings; Repenting from 
our Hearts of our many Sins, and thank- 
fully admiring his infinite Mercies: Let 
us wean our Minds from unbecoming 
Delights, and mortify our Senſes with a 
prudent Reſtraint ; That, carry'd on the 
Wings of F aſting : and Alms, our Prayers 
may mount up more ſwiftly to Heaven, 
My, GOD, Who can complain of do- 
ing too much, if they conſider the La- 


bours of JESUS ? When He might 
have 


have flown on the Wings of Cherubims, 
He choſe to walk with us Mortals on 
Earth. O that I could, in every Paſſage 
of my Life, ſtill actually reflect on the 
Example of my SAVIOUR ! Thy Re- 
tirements, Bleſſed LORD, were fill'd 
with holy Speculations; and in the midſt 
of Buſineſs, thy Mind was free for Hea- 
ven: Thy Converſe with Others miſpent 
no Time, but beſtow'd every Moment 
in excellent Charity: To inſtruct the 
Ignorant, to reduce the Deceiv'd ; to- 
comfort the Afflicted, and heal the Diſ- 
eas d: To convince the Froward, and: 
abſolve the Penitent; and perſuade all 
the World to be truly Happy. It was 
thy Meat and Drink todothy FATHER's 
Will; O make it ours to perform Thine.. 
Who can repine at Suffering too 
much, if they remember the Afflictions 
of JESUS ? Thoſe many Afflictions and 
Reproaches He endur'd,. and bore with: 
Silence all their Weight: Such as were 
able to make even Patience it ſelf break 
forth into this ſad and mournful Com- 
plaint, 1s it nothing unto you, all ye that” 
. 1 5 ; | E 6. 3 paſs: 
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paſs by ? Behold, and ſee if there be any 


Sorrow like unto my Sorrow, which 1s 
done unto me. Sometimes abandon'd by 
his deareſt Friends, and left alone among 
all his Diſcomforts : Sometimes purſu'd 
by his fierceſt Enemies, and made the 
common Mark of all their Spite: Some- 
times they plot to ſnare Him in his 
Words, and enviouſly ſlander his Mira- 
culous Deeds: Sometimes tumultuouſly 
they gather about Him, to gaze at, and 
abuſe this Man of Sorrows : At laſt they 
all conſpire to take away his Life, and 
condemn Him to a fharp and cruel 
Death. He was betray'd, and bound, 
and led away Captive; He was revil'd, 
buffeted, and ſcornfully ſpit on; He was 
ſtript, ſcourg'd, and crown'd with 
Thorns; He was pierced with Nails, 
and crucified among Thieves. 
OMerciful and Meek REDEEMER ! 
was ever Grief like this? Was ever Love 


like thine? Thou waſt numbered a- 


mongſt the Tranſgreffors, that we might 
be numbered among Saints: Thy Wine 
was mingled with Myrrh and Gall, that 

70M 1 
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we might drink of the pure Streams 
which flow from the Throne of GOD : 
Thou wert made obedient to Death, 
even the Death of the Croſs; that we 
might be raiſed to Life, even the Life 
of thine own Eternal Glory. 3-5 

As a harmleſs Lamb ſtands filent in 
the midſt of ravenous Wolves; fo ſtood 
the Prince of Peace and Innocence, com- 
paſs'd with a Rout of Savage Fews : 
When they blaſphemed Him, He re- 
ply'd not again; and when they injuri- 
ouſly ſtruck Him, He only obſerv'd 
their Raſhneſs: When they provok d 
Him with their utmoſt Malice, He 
pleaded their Excuſe ; and when they 


murder'd Him, He earneſtly pray'd for 


their Pardon. O ſtrange Ingratitude of 
Human Nature, thus barbarouſly to 
Crucify the World's Redeemer ! Oadmi- 
rable Loveof the World's Redeemer, thus 
patiently to die for Human Nature ! 
Say now, my Soul, for whom thy 
deareſt LORD endur'd all this, and in- 
finitely more : Canſt thou complain of 
thy little Troubles, when the King of 


Glory 
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Glory was thus Afflicted? Canſt thou 
| complain of a meanly furniſh'd Houſe; 
when the SON of GOD had not where 
to lay his Head ? We wear the Badge of 
a Crucified SAVIOUR; and ſhall we 
ſhrink back at every Crols we meet ? 


We believe in a LORD that was crown'd 
with Thorns; and ſhall we abide to 
tread on nothing but Roſes ? Before our 
Eyes, O JESU, We ſee Thee humble 
and meek ; and ſhall thy Servants be 
proud and inſolent ? We ſee Thee travel 
up and down, ar and unregarded ; 

and ſhall thy Followers ſtrive to be rich 
and eſteem fo Thy charitable Labours 
were maliciouſly Hander d; and ſhall not 
our Faults have the Patience to be re- 


prov d? Thou diſdainedſt not to be 


call'd in Scorn, The Carpenter's Son; 
and cannot our vile Lownels bear with 
a little Diſparagement ? 

O how unlike are we to that bleſt 
Original, who deſcended from Heayen 


to become our Pattern! How do we go 


aſtray from the acred Path, which the 


Hay JESUS traced with his own 
Steps! 


Jo FRIDAY. $7 


Steps! Pity, O dear REDEEMER, the 
Infirmities of thy Children ; ſtrengthen 
with thy Grace our fainting Hearts: Arm 
us, O glorious Conqueror of Sin and 
Death! againſt all the Fears and Ter- 
rorsof the World: Arm all our Powers 
with thoſe Celeſtial Virtues of Faith, 
and Hope, and invincible Love: That 
we may ſtill go on, and reſolutely meet 
whatever ſtands in our Way to Heaven. 
Since we mult ſuffer as Chriſtians, and 
deſerve to ſuffer as Sinners; LORD, let 
us bear it with ſuch Patience as becomes 
thy Servants. 
| MyGOD. when] conſider what Thou 
haſt ſuffered for us, and what we have 
done againſt Thee ; I am amaz'd at the 
Wonders of thy Goodneſs, andconfound- 
ed at the Vileneſs of our Miſery. Our 
Sins were the Cauſe of thy cruel Death, 
et ſtill we permit them to live in us: 
We entertain the worſt of thy Enemies, 
and treacherouſly ladge them in our own 


fore thy Heaven; tranſitory Plea- 
ſure before eternal F Felicity, 


Many, 


Boſoms ; preferring a * Dey: Intereſt be- 


1 
Fe 
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Many, I confeſs, are the Follies of 
my Life; and my Conſcience trembles 
at its own Guilt : Many are the Times 
Thou haſt Graciouſly pardon'd me ; and 
ſtill I relapſe, and abuſe thy Clemency : 
The Memory of my Tranſgreſſions is 
bitter to me, and the Thought of my 
Ingratitude extremely afflicts me. But 
is there, O Holy JESUS, any Stain ſo 
foul, which thy precious Blood cannot 
waſh away? Is there any Heap of Sins 
ſo vaſt, to exceed the Number of thy 
infinite Mercies ? Ono, Thou canſt for- 
give more than I can offend ; but Thou 
wilt not forgive, unleſs I ſeek to Thee 
for Peace and Reconciliation, and hum- 
ble my ſelf in thy holy Preſence. | 

Wherefore behold, O LORD, I fall 
down at thy crucified Feet, and there aſk 
Pardon for my perverſe Affections: Re- 
verently I kiſs thy pierced Hands; and 
implore Forgiveneſs for my wicked Ac- 
tions: Humbly I falute thy bleeding 
Side ; and fapplicats thy Grace to purify 
my Intentions. All I can offer thy of- 
tended Majeſty, to pacify the 3 | 

Y 
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thy Wrath; is only an humble Eye, 
bathed in Tears; and a faithful peni- 
tent Heart, broken with Contrition: 
Only a firm Reſolve, to change my Life; 
and even all this I muſt beg of Thee. 
O Thou, our Gracious and Indulgent 
LORD! who freely pardoneſt all that 
truly Repent; who giveſt Repentance 
to all that aſk ; and inviteſt all to aſk, 
by promiſing to give! Make me look 
ſeriouſly into my own Breaſt, and hearti- 
ly lament my many Failings: Make me 
ſearch diligently for my great Offences, 
and ſtrive to caſt them out with Prayer 
and Faſting: Open Thou, O LORD, 
my Lips to accuſe my Crimes ; that I 
_ bluſh not to Confeſs, what I fear'd not 
to Do: Correct my paſt Sins with the 
Works of Repentance, and preſerve me 
hereafter with thy powerful Grace, that 
no Temptation ſurprize, or overcome 
me. Extend thy Mercy, O LORD, 
over all our Works; fince thy ſelf haft 
declared tis above all thine own, * 


II. Let 
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90 MEDITATIONS 


II. 


Let us glory i in the Croſs of our Lord 
JESUS. CHRIST, in whom, is our Life, 


and Health, and, Reſurrection. But 


ſhall we rejoice, my Soul, To. day ? Shall 
we not rather mourn, at the Funeral of 
our dear REDEEMER. ? Such, m 
LORD, was the. Exce cls of. thy Ga 
neſs, to derive Joys to us 17 80 thine 
own Sorrows. Thou forbadeſt thy Fol- 
lowers, to weep for Thee, and 7 ROY 
to thy Self alone the Shame an and Grief: 
Thou inyitedſt all the World to glory in 
thy Croſs; and comman Jedlt us to de- 
light in the Memory of thy Paſſion, 
Sh then, all ye dear-bought Nations 
of the Earth; Sin immortal Praiſes 
to the GOD of our Salvation: To the 
Eternal LORD of Heaven and Earth, 
who for us was ſlain by the Hands of 
the Wicked : Who was led away as a 
Sheep to the Slaughter ; and, as a meek 


Lamb, opened not his Mouth, 


* 


Whither 
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Whither, Omy GOD, did thy Compaſ- 
ſion carry Thee ? How, did thy Charity 
ſo far prevail with Thee? Thy Mercy, 
Gracious LORD, ſtill obſery'd ſome 
Wants in our Nature as yet unſupplied : 
Thou ſaweſt our too much Fondneſs of 
Life needed thy / parting with it to re- 
concile us to Death: Thou ſaveſt our 
Fear of Sufferings could no Way, be 
abated,” but by freely undergoing them 
in thine own Perſon: Thou. ſaweſt 
our Souls ſo ſtained with Guilt, that 
without thy Blood we could have. no 
Remiſſion. 
O Bleſſed JESUS; — Grace alone 
begins, and ends, and perfects all our 
Hopes; How are we bound to praiſe 
thy Love! How. ai oblig d 
to adore thy Goodneſs! At any Rate 
Thou wouldſt ſtill go on, to heal our 
weak and wounded Nature; Even at 
the Expence of thine own Life, Thou 
wouldſt RO for us the Purchaſe 
of Heaven. 

My Soul, prepare the richeſt Sacri- 
fice of Praiſe, and ſummon. all thy 

Thoughts, 
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Thoughts, to adore thy REDEEMER : 
To Him let us reverently go, and offer 
our devout Hearts at the Foot of his 
Croſs: Thither let us fly from the Trou- 
bles of the World; there let us dwell 
among the Mercies of Heaven, O what 


Exceſs of Kindneſs was this! What 


ſtrange Extremity of Love and Pity ! 
The LORD is ſold, that the Slave may 
be free; the Innocent condemn'd, that 
the Guilty may be ſav d: The Phyſician 
is ſick, that the Patient may be cured ; 


and GOD Himſelf dies, that Man may 


live. What can the Favour of the whole 
World promiſe us, compared to this mi- 
raculous Bounty ! No leſs than the Joys 
of Angels are become our Hope; no leſs 
than the Kingdom of Heaven 1s made 
our Inheritance. 

To Thee, O GOD, we owe our ſelves, 


for making usafter thine own Image : To 


Thee we owe more than our ſelves, for 
Redeeming us with the Death of thine 
only Son. O my adored REDEEMER, 
who tookeſt upon Thee all our Miſeries, 
to impart to us thine own FR 

an 
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Can we remember thy Labours for us, 
and not be convinc'd of our Duty to 
Thee? Can our cold Hearts recount thy 
Sufferings, and not be inflam'd with the 
Love that ſuffer d? Can we believe our 
Salvation coſt Thee ſo dear, and live as 
if to be ſaved were not worth our Re- 
gard ? be: Sinking 

Holy JESU ! to Thee I humbly bow, 
to implore thy Bleſſing, and the ſure Aſ- 
ſiſtance of thy ſpecial Grace; That I 
may wean my Affections from all vain 
Deſires, and clear my Thoughts from 
all wild Imaginations: Then ſhall 
my Life be entirely dedicated to Thee, 
and all the Faculties of my Soul to thy 
Service: My Mind ſhall continually 
ſtudy thy Knowledge, and my Will 
grow every Day ſtronger in thy Love : 
My Memory ſhall faithfully lay up thy 
Mercies, and both Tongue and Heart 
ſhall ſing thy Praiſe for ever. 


III. ls: 
LORD, how the World requites th 


Love! how ingrateful are we to thy 
bleſſed 
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bleſſed Memory! We negligently for- 
get thy ſacred Paſſion; or rather far 
worſe, our Sins renew thy Sufferings: 

Thus we* again crucify the LORD of 
Glory, and put Him afreſh to an open 
Shame. Is this the Duty we pay to his 
Sacred Memory? Are theſe the Thanks 
we return that ſtrange Exceſs of our 


| _REDEEMER's Love? When we fat in 


"Darkneſs; He took us by the Hand, and 


- kindly led us into his own Light: We 
ſought not Him, but He came from far 
to find us: We look'd not towards Him, 
but bis Mercy call'd after us: He call'd 

in Words of Tenderneſs, Why will ye 
periſh, O ye Children of Men? Why 
will ye follow after Sin and Vanity? Re- 


turn, .and I will receive you; Repent, 


and Iwill forgive you. 


Behold, O Bleſſed JESUS, To thee 


1 come, and on thy holy Croſs faſten all 


my Confidence: — will Junclaſp 
my faithful Hold, till thy Grace has 
ſeal'd the Pardon of my Sins: Never 


will I part from that Standard of Hope, 
till my troubled Conſcience be diſnfiſt 


in 


| for F K I DA x. 95 
in Peace: There will 1 ſtand, and figh, 


and weep, and humbly ſay to thy Mercy, 
JESUS, My GOD, I ſuffer Violence; 


anſwer, I beſeech Thee, anſwer Thou 
for me. | | 
Beat reſt, my Soul, and thy LORD 
will anſwer for Thee; be content, and 
He is thy Security: Be Innocent, and 
He will defend thee ; be Humble, and 
He will exalt thee :* He will forgive thee 
all thou repenteſt of; He will beſtow 
on thee more than thou aſkeſt. Never 
let us fear the Favour of our GOD, if 
we can but” eſteem and defire it. He 
that ſo freely gave Himſelf, will He not 
with Himſelf give us all Things elſe ? 
Is not his painful Life, and bitter Death, 
a a ſufficient Pledge of his Love to us? Is 
not his infinite Love to us a ſufficient 
Motive of our Duty to Him? A Duty 
to which we are ſo many Ways oblig'd, 
and wherein our Eternity 1s ſo highly 
concern'd. © Surelythey have little Faith, 
and far leſs Hope, who doubt the Mer- 
eies of ſo Gtacious a GOD ; * Merties 
| F 
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confirm'd by a Thouſand Miracles, and 


_ dearly ſeal'd with his own Blood. 


O Bleſſed REDEEMER ! bathe my 
polluted Soul in thy clear Streams ; and 
purge away all my foul Impurities: 
Cleanſe me, O Merciful LORD, from 
my ſecret Faults; and from thoſe dar- 
ling Sins that moſt abuſe me: Waſh off 
the Stains my Malice has caus'd in O- 
thers; and thoſe which my Weakneſs 
has received of them: Let not them 
periſh by my Occaſions, nor me be 
undone by theirs ; But let our Charity 
aſſiſt one another, and thy Clemency par- 
don us all. Pardon, O Gracious JESUS, 
what I have been; and with thy holy 
Diſcipline correct what I am: Order by 
thy Providence what I ſhall be; and in 
the End crown thine own Gifts. 

Shouldſt Thou, OLORD, have dealt 
with me in Rigour, I had long fince been 
ſentenc'd to Eternal Death : Long fince 
my guilty Soul had been ſnatch'd away, 


and hurried down to 3 Tor- 


ments: But thy gracious Mercy has yet 
repriev d my Life, and given me Space 
to 
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to work out my Pardon. Nov is the 
Time of Acceptance with Thee; now is 
the Day of Salvation for me: Now let 
as mourn my former Offences, and 
bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance. 
If I, O JESU, have hitherto perſe- 
cuted Thee, and with my Sins nailed 


Thee to the Treb of Death; Now let 


my whole Endeavours attend thy Ser- 


vice, and the Sorrows of my Heart ob- 
tain Forgiveneſs : Crucify the World to 
me, and me to the World'; that, dead 


to it, I may live in Thee: At leaſt live 
Thou in me, O Holy JESU, and fit my 
Soul for ſo Glorious a Gueſt; One only 
Hope I have, thy Care of me; one only 


Fear, the Neglect of my ſelf: Conti 
me, that I am poor, without the Riches 


of thy Grace ; and naked, without the 


Robes of thy Righteoufneſs; ; and in 
want of all Things neceſſary to Salvation, 
till I am my pron] d of an Intereſt 


in Thee. 1c 


ald fitly diſpos'd for quiet Thoughts; 
Never let the Greatneſs of another moleſt 
F thy 


My Soul, when dil art tretired clone 
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thy Peace, nor his proſperous Condition. 
make thee repine ; But learn prudently 
to manage thine own Employments, and 
fit the Room thou holdeſt in the Warld. 
If thou haſt Leiſure, art thou ot-ldle, 
and ſpendeſt thy precious Time in un- 
profitable Follies? If thou art Buſy, art 
thou not ſo too much, and leaveſt no Time 
to provide for thy Immortal Soul? Do thy 
Riches make thee Charitable, and gener- 
ouſly aſſiſt the Needy? Does thy Poverty 
make thee Humble, and diligently to la- 
bour for what is Neceſſary Doſt thou 
in every State give Thanks to Heaven, 

and contentedly ſubſcribe to its ſevereſt 
Decrees? Canſt thou rejoiciogly ſay to 
GOD, Thou art all Wiſdom, and ſeeſt 
my Wants; Thou art all Goodneſs, and 
delighteſt to relieve me: Under, thy 
Providence I know I am ſafe; whatever 
befals me, Thou weiten to my Advan- 
ta 21208 80 
"If Thou wilt have mic obſcure. 88 
low; thy bleſſed Will, O LORD; te 
done: If Thou wilt load me with 


Croſſes, and imbitter my Days with 
f 5 l Grief 
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Grief 5 Sickneſs ; ſtill may thy bleſſed. 
Will be perform'd ; ſtill Goyern thy 
Creatures in thine own beſt Way : Place 
where Thou pleaſeſt thy other Favours, 
but ſeeure to my Soul a P 
1 9 what Thou, wil of a ted 
s Thou haſt lent me, but leave in 
t the Poſſeſſion of thy Self. Let 
hers be preferred, and me neglected 3 
et their Affairs ſucceed, and mine miſ- 
carry: Only one Thing I humbly beg; 
Caſt me not away from thy Preſence for 
ever; nor blot my Name out of the 
Book of Life. u. 
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SATURDAY. 


11. 
JR os rt ATE before y Ton. 
O LORD, behold I freely confeſs 
my | Miſery ry; And, in the loweſt Poſture 
of an afflicted Pilgrim, humbly implore 
thy Mercy. How am I left in the midſt 
of my Enemies; to how many Dangers 
1s my e e expos d; with how many 
Temptations am 1 beſieg d ? Whither, 
© my GOP, ſhalt my Soul go, encom- 
paſs'd with a Body ſo Fail, and a World 
ſo corrupt? Whither, but to Thee, the 
Juſtifier of Sinners; and to thy Grace, 


the Suſtaimer of the Weak ? 


Govern me with thy Grace, O Eternal 
Wiſdom! and direct my Steps in thy 


ſafe Way. | Convince me, O Bleſſed 


JESUS, into this firm Judgment, and 
make my Memory faithfully retain it ; 
That thy Self alone art my chiefeſt 


Good, and the Sight of thy Glory my 
ſupreme Felicity. 


Happy, 
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Happy, O LORD, are they whom 
nothing diverts from: their chief Con» 
cern of ſeeking; to make their Election 
ſure ; Who can rejoice with themſelves 
alone, and ſilently ſay in their content- 
ed Hcarts, Here we, alas, are narrowly 
confin'd, and our Time entertain'd with 
trivial Affairs; But hereafter we expect 
an unbounded Enlargement, and the 
fame bleſſed. Office with the glorious 
Angels : Here. we are ſubject to a thou- 
ſand Miſeries, and the moſt proſperous 
Life is vain and ſhort ; but hereafter we 
expect an Infinity of Joy, and the ſolid 
Pleaſures of Heaven for ever.. 

Deliver me, O Gracious LORD, from 
the ſtormy Sea of Buſineſs, and the dead 


Water of a ſlothful Life; leſt I be call 


away by. forgetting: Thee, or become 
corrupted. by neglecting my ſelf : Make 
me ſometimes, at leaſt, recollect my 
Thoughts, how much ſoever my Con- 


dition diſtracts me: Make me look up 
with Confidence in my GOD, how low 


ſoever my Afflictions depreſs me. 
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In every Work let me remember my 
laſt End, when I muſt bid a long Fare- 
wel to all this World ; Let me remem- 
ber that dreadful Day of the Univerſal 
Judgment, when I muſt giye an Account 
for every idle Word; Let me conſider 
the Joys prepared for the Innocent, and 
the Miſeries that attend the Wicked ; 
Let me be always mindful how nearly 
it concerns me to have a Good, or a Bad 
Eternity, and that every Action tends 
towards the one or the other ; That, be- 
ing thus kept in Awe, I may be careful 
not to Sin; and, encourag'd by the Re- 
ward, I may ſtriye to do well: Then 
may I look up to the eternal Mountains, 
and feed my Soul with this ſweet Hope, 
The Day will come, when, out of this 
dark World, I ſhall joyfully aſcend tothat 
beauteous Light: The Day will come, 
and cannot be far off, when I ſhall reſt 
for ever in the Kingdom of Peace. 

4 pieſt are they, O LORD, whoſe 

uſineſs is thy Service; Who not 

5 viſit thy Houſe ſometimes, but 
Night and Day dwell in thy Preſence: 
Every 
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Every Place is a Church to them, and 
every Day a holy Sabbath; Every Object 
an Occaſion of Piety, and every Acci- 
dent an Exerciſe of Virtue : Do they be- 
hold the beauteous Stars? They preſent- 
ly adore their Great CREATOR : Do 
they look down on the fruitful Earth ? 
They inſtantly begin to praiſe his Bounty: 
Let War, or Peace, do what they will, 
and the unconſtant World move up and 
down ; They paſs through all as uncon- 
cern'd, and ſmoothly go on their ſteady 
Courſe; Looking ſtill up to the Glori- 
ous Life above, and entertaining this pre- 
ſent in Hope, and Solitude 
O happy State of-Reverend Diſcipline! 
free from the dangerous Allurements, of 
Sin, and perpetually ſollicited with the 
Engagements 'to Virtue; Where they 
ſeldom fall, and quickly riſe, and make 
ſwift Advances, in the Way to Heaven : 
Where they live in Purity, and die with 
an humble Confidence, that they ſhall 
ſoon enter, into Joy, and fing among the 
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Bleſt Providence, who Governeſt all 
Things in perfect Wiſdom, and aſſigneſt 


= 


: —— — 
2 <_ — — —— 


by | 
; 
ll 
wut 
* 0 
1 
hi 
* 
10 
A | 
1 
* 
* 
4 
1 


to eyery one his proper Place: If Thou 

i? art pleaſed to diſpoſe. my Life, in Cir- 
N cumſtances leſs 3 than theſe; O 
N let thy powerful Hand ſupply my Wants, 
5 and lead me on in my low Path; that at 
. leaſt afar off I may follow them who 
bi! ſtrive to tread ſo near thy Steps: Aſſiſt 
I me ſo to improve the Talents thy Provi- 
I: dence aſſigns me, that, at the Great Day 
ab of Account, I may be received with thoſe 


Gracious Words, Well done, good and 


. faithful Servant ; Enter t hou 7 140 0 the 7 JF 
* of thy LORD. 


Wil 4. II. 
If we rejoiced for our ſelves in the 
Suffering of our LORD, let us now re- 
joice for Him that his Sufferings are end- 
ed; now that the Cup of Bitterneſs is 
| paſt away, and never. poſſible to return a- 
4" gain: Never again, O Deareſt JESUS, 
\'F ſhall thoſe bleſt Eyes weep, nor thy Holy 
F Soul be ſorrowful to Death : Never ſhall 
”'.  thy-precious Life be ſubject any more 
5 3 * "=" 
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to the bloody Malice of ambitious Hypo- 
crites: . ſhall thy Innocence any 
more be expos'd to the barbarous Fury 
of an ingrateful Multitude ; but Thou 
ſhalt live and reign for ever, and all 


created Nature perpetually Adore Thee. 
The Purple Veſture is now turn'd into a. 
Robe of Light, the ſcornful Reed into a 


Royal Sceptre, and the Wreath of Thorns . 
is grown into a ſparkling Diadem: Him- 
ſelf is crown'd with eternal Triumphs; 
and the Souls He has Redeem'd ſhall ſing 
his Victories for ever.. 

Live, Glorious KING of Men and 
Angels; live, happy Conqueror of Sin 
and Death: My Praiſes ſhall always at- 
tend thy Croſs; and my Patience endea- 
vour to bear my own. Through fierceſt 
Dangers my Faith ſhall follow Thee; and 
nothing wreſt from me my Hope at laſt 
to ſee Thee. I'll fear no more the Sting 
of Death, nor be frighted at the Darkneſs 
of the Graue; ſince. Thou haſt changed 
my Grave into a Bed of Reſt, and broth 
Death. it ſelf but a Paſſage into Life. I'll 
love no more the Pleaſures of Vanity, 
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nor ſet my Heart on unſatisfying Riches ; 
fince Thou haſt opened Parade again, 

and purchas'd for us the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

Let us raiſe our Thoughts, and con- 
dnuall meditate on our future Beati- 
tude: Let us comfort our Labours with 
the Hope of Reſt; and our Sufferings 
with the Expectance of a quick Reward; 
Now that the Hand of our Gracious 
LORD has unlock 'd the Gates of ever- 
laſting Bliſs; Now that they ſtand wide 
open to admit ſuch as diligently ſtrive 
to enter in; Such as have wifcly made 
choice of Heaven, for the only End and 
Buſineſs of their Life; Rejecting all falſe 
Allurements, to attend the Purſuit of 


true Felicity. 
O Bleffed JESUS, our Hope. out 


strength, and the full Rewarder of all 
thy Servants! Make me direct my whole 
Life to Thee, and undervalue all Things 
compared with thy Love: Seal Thou up 
my Eyes to the Illuſions of the World, 
and open them upwards to thy ſolid 
Glories; That when this Body ſhall be 
diſſolved, 


for SATURDAY. 107 
diſſolved, and laid down in the Duſt ; 
my Soul may afcend to Thee, and dwell 
Above, in that Building not made with 
Hands, Eternal in the Heavens. 

Let every Soul rejoice in the Victory 
and Triumph of our LORD oyer all the 
Enetmies of our Salvation: I bleſs Thee, 
O my SAVIOVR, for thy Death; and 
I praiſe and adore Thee for thy Reſur- 
rection: The one a Work of infinite 
condeſcending Goodneſs, the other of 
infinite Power. Praiſe our LORD, O 
ye Children of Men, and blefs for ever 
his victorious Mercy; Who has diſſolv'd 
the Power of Darkneſs, and broke aſun- 
der the Bars of Death. Henceforth for 
Thee; 8 5 thy facted Love, O Thou 
Great and only Comfort of my Soul! 
May all Afflictions be welcome to me, 
as wholſome Phyſick to correct my Fol- 
lies: May IL. by thy Example, neither 
fear Death, nor refuſe the Labours of 
this preſent Life; But, while I live, obey 
thy Grace; that, when I die, I may en- 
joy thy Glory. 
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Let me make my Peace betimes;with 


my GOD, before the Evening of my 


Life approach too near: Let me endea- 


vour to find Favour with my Judge, be- 
fore I ſhall, be brought to his awful Tri- 
bunal. What can we ſee in this delud- 
ing World, that we ſo eagerly purſue 
3 fond Enj oyments ? A World of Va- 


nity, and falſe Deceits; a World of Mi- 


ſery, and ſad Diſaſters: Whoſe Croſſes 


are ſolid, and Comforts empty; Whoſe 
Sorrows are permanent, and its Delights 


paſs quickly away: A World, where * 


Innocent are condemn'd With Shame; j 
and the Guilty are freed with Applauſe: 
Where often the Wicked are — d 
to Honour; and the Virtuous oppreſs'd 
with Diſgrace: Where Friends fall off, 


and Kindred forget; and few look fur- 


ther than their private Intereſt, Yet 
are we taken with this vain World; and 
negle& the pure and amiable Love of 
JESUS ; Whoſe, Goodneſs gives us all 
we poſleſs ; , whoſe Perfections are more 
than we can conceive, : 
nies 


Jer SAT U R DAY. log 
Sometimes our Lips indeed ſpeak glo- 


riouſly of Thee, O Thou living Fountain 


of Eternal Bliſs! Some happy Times we 
reliſh thy Sweetneſs ; and decry aloud 
the Poiſon of the World: But we are 
ſoon entic'd again by its gilded Cup, and 
eaſily. forſake the Waters of Life. O 
Merciful REDEEMER, -who tookeſt 
upon Thee all our Frailties, to-beſtow 
on us thine own Perfections! Teach me 
to prize the Joys of Heaven, and part 
with all Things elſe to purchaſe Thee; 
Make all the Pleaſures of this Life ſeem 
bitter to my Taſte; and let no ſuperfluous 
Cares perplex my Mind; but may my 
chief Delight be to think of Thee; and 
all my Study to grow great; in thy Love, 
Our Life indeed looks mean and tri- 
vial; and all Things about us ſeem 
troubleſome and dangerous: Yet, O my 
GOD, are their Conſequences excellent 
in this, that they are our only, Way of 


coming to Thee. oO Bleſſe 
King of Clemency, and great Rewarder 
80 Ne 57 
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of every little improved Grace! Thou 
who Auen down from Heaven, not 
only to ſhed thy Blood for us, but to ſhew 
us a Pattern; Sia madeſt us free to work 
for our own Profit: Inſtruct my Grati- 
tude to confecrate all to Thee; ſince all 
by thy Bounty redounds to my ſelf. 
This Life tis true, is the Way we muſt 
walk, but this alone cannot bring us to 
our End: E re we arrive at our appoint- 
ed Home, we muſt be lee de d the 
Gates of Death ; 8 yethall 
ſolutely ſtripp'd of all we have; "il 
carry nothing with vs but Aar dye are: 
Where we muſt not only quit the World; 
but leave behind us even a Part of our 
felves : Nor is this All, to expite and die, 
and dwell for a Time in a State of Sepa- 
ration; We muſt expect another D 
Day of qo Accounts, and Day, a 
958 of all Things: When the Arch- 
Angel thall ound his Trumpet, and” pro- 
clafti aloud this univerſal e A- 
"We e Dead, and come to end.) fl 
all o fleep ing awake, 
and every Soul put on ber 2 — Body: 


Immediately 


ers AT, DA. 771 
Immediately all of 1 us ſhall be gathered 


together from every Cornet of the Earth: 
There we muſt ſtand, and all attend our 


Doom; but, Oh! with how ſad and fa- 


tal a Difference The Juſt ſhall look up 
with a cheerful Confidence, and in their 
White Robes triumph and fing, Let us 


nigh; behold He comes, and his Re- 
wardis with Him. Come, LORDJESU, 
Thou long Deſire of our Hearts, come 
quickly, Thou full Delight of our Souls. 
Lo, where aloft He comes in Power 
and' Majeſty, attended with a Train of 
innumerable Angels: Behold where He 
fits enthron'd on the Wings of Cheru- 
bims, and takes at once a View of all 
Mankind: Soon he commands his An- 
gels to ſever his Sheep, and gat ather them 
together on his Right. Hand: Firſt then 
to them He turns his Glorious Face, and 
ſhines upon them, with thefe raviſhin 
Words; mY 1 ed A dry: my Father, 
| the Kg epared'for yon from 
Pale the Beginning of 4 O what 
Joys their Souls ſhall feel, when thoſe 


heavenly 
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heavenly Words ſhall ſound in their 
Ears! Joys which, the Heart of Man 


cannot conceive, Joys that the Tongues 


of Angels cannot expreſs 

But Ol with what dejected Eyes, and 
Hearts, ſhall the Wicked 
ſtand, expecting their Judge! What 
ſhall they do, when where. e' er they 
look, their Eye can meet with nothing 
but Deſpair Above, the offended Judge, 
ready to condemn them; below, the bot- 
tomleſs Pit open to devour them: With 
in, the Worm of Conſcience gnawing 


their Bowels; and round about them all 


the World in Flames. What ſhall they 
do, when the terrible Voice ſhall. ſtrike 


them ſuddenly down to. the Bottom of 
Hell? Go ye Curſed, into .everlaſting 


Fire, prepared for. the Devil, and his 
Angels. Then ſhall; they fink imme- 
diately into the Abyſs of Miſeries, and 
Fg in 3 and Torments for 
ever: Whilſt the Juſt ſhall aſcend in 
Joy FF Triumph, and reign with our 
LORD, i in. his dogs... Thus Ait 
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the whole Creation be finally 9 75 8d, 
and Mercy and Juſtice divide the orld, 
O my Soul  who,now: art here be- 
low, and readeſt theſe dreadful Truths 
as Things afar off: Know, thou ſhalt 
then be preſent, and ſee them with thine 
Eyes, and be thy ſelf concern'd. for all 
Eternity: Know, as thou liveſt, thou 


art like to Die; and as thou dieſt, thou 


art ſure to be Judg'd : Think. what a ſad 
Conditionit will be to find thy ſelf on the 
wrong Hand.: Think what then thou 
wouldſt give to have Repented in Time; 
think what Thou wouldſt give for a lit- 
tle Time to Repent: Watch therefore 
now, and conſtantly Pray; for we know 
not the Hour when the Son of Man will 
come. 

O Son of GOD, and Man, who cam- 
eſt in Mercy to-ſave us | bring the ſame 
Mercy with Thee, when Thou comeſt 
to 72 5 us: Mean while aſſiſt me with 
thy -heayenly Grace, to ſtand perpetually 
with my Accounts prepar'd ; that I may 
die in the Peace of GOD, and Commu- 
nion of K his holy Church; and-goto live 
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our Changes! Who ſtill remaineſt the 
ſame rich Fulneſs in thy Self; the ſame 


114 MEDITATIONS 
with Him, and his Bleſſed Saints for 


O Thou Eternal Being, who changeſt 
not, yet art the Cauſe and End of all 


bright Glory to all thy Bleſſed: Teach 
me, O LORD, to uſe this tranſitory Life, 
as a Pilgrim returning to his beloved 


m 
* 


Home: That I. may take what my 
Journey requires, Wd not think of ſet- 
tling in a Foreign Country ; but wiſely 
forecaſt my Treafures fo, to be Happy 
there, where I muſt always be. 
What can ſo nobly enrich an immor- 
tal Soul, as ſtill. to be gathering a Stock 
for Eternity? What can ſo highly de- 
light one, that every Day improves, as 
daily to ſee the Increaſe of his Hope? O 
bleſſed Hope, be thou my chief Delight, 
and the only Treafure I covet to lay up: 
Be thou the quickening Life of all my 
Actions, and ſweet Allay of all my Sut- 
ferings : So ſhall Inever refuſe the mean- 
eſt, Labours, whilſt 1 look to receive 
ſuch glorious Wages :* So ſhall I never 
a. 4 VV : repine 


fir SATURN DA. 175 
repine at any Temporal Loſs, whilſt I 
hope to gain ſuch Eternal Rewards. 
How are the buſy Toilers of the 
World chain'd' perpetually like Slaves 
to their Work; How early they riſe, 
and late take Reſt, and eat the Bread of 
Care and Sorrow. The hardy Soldiers 
follow their Prince, through a thouſand 
Difficulties and Dangers: The ventur- 
ous Mariners expoſe. their Lives, over 
ſtormy Seas, into Barbarous Nations ; 
and all this, but to gain a few Trifles, 
or ſome petty Honour. O Bounteous 
LORD, how eaſy are thy Commands; 
how cheap haſt thou made the Purchafe 
of Heaven! Halftheſe Pains would make 
us Saints; half theſe Sufferings Canonize 
us for Martyrs ;. were they devoutly 
undertaken for Thee, and the higher 
Enjoyment of thy glorious Promiſes, 
Too often we are troubled about many 


Things, when only One Thing is needſul. 
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Tov ours Jon every N1cnT. 


TELL! L Lam now.ſo much nearer 
my Grave; and all, the World 


is older by a Day: The Portion of the 


Wicked is ſo much leſs, and the Time 
of their Puniſhment nearer at Hand; 


when they ſhall ſit down in the Shades 
of Sorrow, and be confin'd in the Vale 


of Darkneſs and Deſpair for ever. The 


Sufferings of the Patient are ſo much di- 
miniſh'd ; and their Hopes of Deliver- 


ance ſo much increas d. They who 


have ſpent this Day in Sin and Folly, 
ſee all their Thoughts now vaniſh like a 
Dream: They. ſee all's. paſt, but the 


Fear of Revenge ; and the beſt that can 
follow is a bitter Repentance. But ſuch 


as have wiſely beſtow'd their Time, and 


made another new Step towards Heaven; ; 


They ſee their. Joys come to meet them 


in the Way, and ſtill grow bigger as 


they come nearer ;. till by a holy Death 
they join in one, and dwell together for 
Eternal W 

; O Thou 
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O Thou bleſt Author of all our Hopes, a 
and perfect Satisfier of all our Wiſhes? 


Do Thou inſtruct me in this great wiſe 


Truth, and let every Evening renew it 


in my Mind; That the Things of this 
World are of little Import, fince its 
Joys, and Griefs, laſt but for a Time; 
But the Future State moſt infinitely con- 
cerns us, where Life and Death endure 
for ever. - 
Tam nearer indeed ths End oft 
Life; but am I nearer the End for hic 
Tlire? What have I done this Day, 52 
will truly advance me to my laſt great 
Home? Have I increasd my Eſteem of 
Heaven, and ſettled its Love more 
ſtrongly in my Heart? HaveTembrac'd 
the Opportunities of doing Good, which 
the Mercy of Providence has offer'd to 
my Hands? Have I induſtriouſſy con- 
trivd Occaſions to improve, as T am 
able, my Self and Others? Alas, Dear 
LORD | What do I ſee, when ſeriouſly 
Took into my guilty Self; when J re- 
flect upon my former Yeats, nay, even 
the Follics of this one Day! ? So many 
Hours 
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118 THOU 'GHITS. 


Hours miſpent in nothing; ſo many 
abus d in worſe than nothing. 
Pardon, O meek REDEEMER, 
what my F have done; and fa 
vourably 88 what my Weakneſs bas 
omitted: Make me hereafter more care- 
fully Watch, that m Time. un ofitably 
ſlide not away ake me { Fs & every 
Day ſome . ling toſtudy the Boe. 
ledge of my ſelf and Thee: My ſelf, to 
correct my many Infirmities.; AU and Thee, 
to adore - a agi Perfections. 6 
What have I ſeen this Day, but 2 
ſtracting Vanities? And what brou 
Home, but ſenſeleſs Imaginations ? To 
member, O my Soul, this Truth of the 
World we live in, which thine own Ex- 
perience tooevidently | proves; The Eye 
is not ſatisfied with ſeeing its Varieties, 
nor the Ear with hearing all its En- 
chantments: Remember this Truth of 
the World we hope; made ſure to our 
Faith by the Word of CnRIS T; The 
Eye hath not ſeen ſuch beauteous Glo- 
ries, nor has the Ear heard ſuch raviſh- 


ws Harmony ; nor can the Heart it ſelf 
conceive 


le eyery Nie 4x + 119 
conceive ſuch incredible our 
has provided for them 192006 TW pur GOD 1 
our, Biete JESUS has purchas' d for his 
Servants, and even for thee, Ld. Soul, ® 
crown A Patience. 

O how ſecure and Toestie 0 they 
Sleep, who go to Bed with a Aion Con- 
ſcience! Whoafter a Day of faithful In- 
duſtry, in a Courſe of juſt and pious Li- 
ving ; lay down their wearied Heads in 
Peace, and fafely reſt in the Boſom of 
Providence : If they awake, their Con- 
ſcience comforts them in the Dark, and 
bids them not fear the Shadow of Death ; 
no, nor even Death it ſelf; but conſtant- 
ly look up, and long for the Dawn of the 
Eternal Day. 

O Thou, in whoſe indulgent Hands 
are both our Time, and our Eternity 
Whoſe Providence gives every Minute 
of our Life; and governs the fatal Period 
of our Death! Make me every Evening 
ſtill provide to paſs with Comfort that 
important Hour: Make me till balance 
my Account for Heaven, and ſtrive to 
increaſe my Treaſure with Thee : Thas 


ir 1 riſe no more to my Acquaintance 
here; I may joyfully a Wake among thy 
bleſſed Angels, there to unite my Hymns 
with theirs, and dwell with them in 
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MEDITATIONS, &c. 121 


On the different 8 AT ES and Con i- 
TIONS of Good and Bad Men. 


E are a Sort of Beings, that are 
every Moment travelling from 
hence to an eternal World, where an un- 
expreſſible Happineſs or Miſery attend us; 
and all that we enjoy or ſuffer .in this 
Life, is only the Convenience or Inconvent- 
ence of a ſhort Journey to a long Home, 
but can have no other Influence upon 
our Everlaſting Condition, than as it-is 
the Occaſion either of our Virtue ot 
Vice, which are the only Goods and 'Evils 
that will accompany us to Eternity, and 
make us Happy or Miſerable there for 
ever. But as for Poverty or Riches, Pain 
or Pleaſure, Diſgrace or Reputation, they 

are Things which probably within theſe 
ten or twenty Years will be as perfectly 
indifferent to us as our laſt Night's 
Dream. And this, duly Confider'd, were 
enough to render us very unconcern'd at 
any Good or Evil that can happen to us 
here. For what a mighty Matter is it 
G whether 
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whether I fare well or il for twenty or 
thirty Vears, who when that is expired 
muſt be Happy or Miſerable for Millions 
of Millions of Ages; and what will theſe 
little Goods or Evils ſignify to me, when 
my Boay is in the Grave, and my Soul in 
99 When lam ſſript into a naked 
Spirit, and ſet aſhore upon the inviſible 
World, then all theſe. Things will be as 
if they never were, and in the Twinkling 
of an Eye.I ſhall boſe Sight .of them for 
ever; and of all that I, enjoyed or Suffered 
in this Life, I ſhall have nothing remain- 


ing but my Virtue or Vice, whoſe Iſſues 


will prove wy") Eternal Happineſs or Mi- 
r. Dadtor SCOTT. 

Here the Wicked often Proſper, grow 
Rich and Great, and come into no Miſ- 
fortune like other Men; and here alſo 
the Good and Virtuous are in Calamity, 
ſuffer Poverty and Diſtreſs, and are many 
Times inſulted over and oppreſs d by the 
Rich, who are Ungodly and Uncighte- 
ous; and the Good fating ſo ill in this 
Life, and the Bad ſo very BY flouriſh- 


an le Green Bay-Tree, and not being 
" | 'P P lagued 
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Plagued like the Good and Virtuous; has 
been the Occaſion of many Men's ſtag- 
gering in their Faith, as to the Belief of 
Divine Providence, or the Super- inſpec- 
tion and Over-ruling Care of an Omni- 
ſcient Divine Being, with reſpect to the 
Affairs here below: So that many have 
cried out with the Pſalmiſt's . Blaſ- 
phemers, How ſhould GOD percerve it? 
1s there any Knowledge in the moſt High, 

of what is done here on Earth? 

Let theſe Men know, concerning the 
Proſperity of the Wicked, and the Ad- 
verfity of the Righteous, that GOD ſuf- 
fers this, to make Trial and Manifeſta- 
tion of the Virtues of the Righteous, to 
prevent them from Sinning, by removing 
the two great tempting Occaſions of it, 

Worldly Pleaſure and Profit; to Exerciſc 
and render more ſhiningly Bright and 
Enlarged' their. ſeveral Graces of Faith, 

Patience, Meekneſs, and Submiſſion ; f 
and to fit for ſudden Deſtruction, and a 
more ſevere Vengeance, the bad and 
im pious Perſon; 
Ge . 
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How are the Wicked brought into Deſo- 
lation as in a Moment? They are utterly 
conſumed with Terrors: For, amidft their 
outward Appearances of Peace and Prof- 

perity, what an inward Scene of Horror 
'and Diſquiet have the Ungodly many 
Times within their Boſoms? What dread- 
ful Girds and Laſhes of Conſcience does 
their Guilt occaſion them? Which ren- 
ders all their Wealth, Honour, and Ex- 
ternal Welfare, Taſteleſs and Infipid : 
And how then can we call the outward- 
1y Proſperous Man Happy, when he has 
nothing but an Hell of Miſery and Trou- 
ble of Mind within him ? 

In the other State is a different Turn 
or Change of Conditions; there the 
Scene and Face of Affairs alters; the 

Righteous and the Wieked fare not alike 

there: One and the fame Event doth 

not happen to the Juſt and Unjuſt Per- 
- ſon, but an Evident Diſtinction is put 
both between their Conditions and their 
Actions; the Righteous in the other 

World inherit Joy and Happineſs, a ſuit- 

able Recompence to their good ow 
| ere 
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here on. Earth; and the Wicked in the 
other Life poſſeſs nothing but Woe and 
Miicry, an agreeable Reward to Vice and 

Impiety. 1813 | 
The Things of this World are not pro- 
perly in themſelves either Goods or Evils, 
but as they are poſleſs'd and made uſe of, 
either to GOD's Glory, our own trueſt 
Comfort, and our Neighbours Benefit, 
or to a quite contrary End and Purpoſe. 
No Man ſhould meaſure his Felicity or 
Unhappineſs by his Lot and Portion in 
this World, ſe inconſiderable, ſo exceed- 
ivg Short and Tranſient, be it Good or 
Evil; for all Things here happening a- 
like to all or moſt Men, ſhews that the 
Love or Hatred of GOD, his Favour or 
Diſpleaſure, is not, cannot be known by 
any of theſe preſent Diſpenſations of his. 
Divine Providence. | 
But further to vindicate the Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, and Juſtice of GOD, as to 
the Evils which befal Good Men in this 
Life, it is to be Conſider'd, that the beſt 
of Men are not ſo perfectly Good and 
Virtuous, but they have need of the 
-— "MN Refining 
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Refining Fire of Affliction, to Purify 
them yet more from their ſinful Droſs 


and Refuſe, from the remaining Imperfeo- 
tions of a corr Pen Degenerate Nature; 


too much Ena- 
moured with this World, and too little 
Affected and in Love with that which is 
Above; to ſet them forth as Illuſtrious 
Patterns and Examples of ſeveral Virtues 
and Graces, peculiar to a ſuffering Con- 
dition ; to render them the more Tender- 
hearted and Compaſſionate, Partakers of 
a Fellow-feeling with Others in Diftreſs : 
To maintain and keep alive in the Afflict-. 
ed good Perſons Minds a firm and vi- 
gorous Expectation of a Life after this; 
to put them in Remembrance that this 
World is not their Reſting-Place, their 
Continuing City, but that they look for 
one Eternal in the Heavens, whoſe Buil- 
der and Maker is GOD. : 

And as Good Men are not ſo abſolute- 
ly Good and Virtuous, but that they 
need Chaſtiſements from Heaven in this 
Life, to render them more completely 


Good ſo Bad Men are not ſo entirely 
Evil 
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Evil and Wicked, ſo Deſerted of all 
Goodneſs, and wholly abandon'd to 
Vice, but that they have ſome Mixture 
of Good Qualities, ſome feeble Remains 
of Virtue, which may require a Recom- 
pence of Reward, as far as the good | 
Things of this Life only can recompence 1 
them; and ſince GOD has Determin'd 1 
to Puniſh their Iniquities in the other 
State, it is but requiſite that the little 
Good which is in them, ſhould meet 
with its Temporal Retribution of Good 
Things here: And ſince alſo the Bleſſings 
of this Life are all the Lot and Portion 
which the Wicked are ever to Expect, 
and as they place their ſole Felicity in 
theſe Earthly Enjoyments, tis but meet 
and fitting that they have their Share, 
and more than their Share, their Hearts: 
Wiſh and Fil of theſe Temporal Bleſ. 
ſings; they being their All chat cver rer 
they muſt inherit. Fr 
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On à Good CONSCIENCE. 


HEN a Man ſhall be juſt about 

yy to quit the Stage of this World, 
to put off his Mortality, and to deliver 
up his laſt Accounts to GOD; at which 
ſad Time his Memory ſhall ſerve him for 
little elſe, but to terrify him with a 
trightful Review of his paſt Life, and 
his former Extravagancies ſtript of all 
their Pleaſure, but retaining their Guilt. 
What is it then that can promiſe him a 
fair Paſſage into the other World, or a 
comfortable Appearance before his dread- 
ful Judge when he is there? Not all the 
Friends or Intereſts, all the Riches and 
Honours under Heaven, can ſpeak fo 
much as a Word for bim, or one Word 
of Comfort to bim in that Condition; 
they may poſſibly Reproach, but they 
cannot relieve him. No; at this diſcon- 
ſolate Time, when the buſy Tempter 
ſhall be more than uſually apt to vex 
and trouble him, and the Pains of a dy- 
ing Body to hinder and diſcompoſe ow, 
#36 43 an 
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and the Settlement of Worldly Affairs 
to diſturb and confound him; and in a 
Word, all Things conſpire to make his 
Sick-Bed grievous and uneaſy: Nothing 
can then ſtand up againſt all theſe Ruins, 
and ſpeak Life in the midſt of Death, 
but a clear Conſcience. And the Teſti- 
mony of that ſhall make the Comforts: 
of Heaven deſcend upon his weary, Head,. 
like a refreſhing Dew, or Shower upon 
a parched Ground, It ſhall give him 
ſome lively Earneſts, and ſecret Anticipa- 
tions of his approaching Joy: I: ſhall bid 
his Soul go out of the Body undauntedly, 
and lift up its Head with Confidence be- 
fore Saints and Angels. Surely the Com- 
fort, which it conveys at this Seaſon, is 
ſomething bigger than the Capacities of 
Mortality, mighty and unſpeakable, and 
not to be underſtood till it comes to be 
3 2 
And now, Who would not quit all 
the Pleaſures, and Traſb and Trifſes, 
which are apt to captivate the Heart of 
Man, and purſue the greateſt Rigors of 
Piety, and Auſterities of a good Life, to 
8 5 purchaſe 
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purchaſe to himſelf ſuch a Conſcience, as 
at the Hour of Death, whencall the 
Friendſhip in the World ſhall bid him 
Adieu, and the whole Creation turn its 
Back upon him, ſhall diſmiſs the Soul, 
abd cloſe his Eyes with that bleſſed Sen- 
tence, Mell done thou-:good and faithful 
Servant, enter zen re Jey ef thy. 
Ne re 


Dr. Sou TR. 
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of the Otmaipreſence: and. Omniſciencs 
_ of GOD. 


 B our Sun: ſet walking in the 
{ TO, till the Night fell in- 
ſenſibly u Lat firſt amuſed my 
ſelf with all the Je Richnef and Variety of 
Colours, which appeared in the Weſtern 
Parts of Heaven: In Proportion as they 
faded away, and went out, ſeveral Stars 


and Planets appeared one after another, 


till the whole Firmament was in a Glow, 
The Blueneſs of the Atber was exceed< 
ingly heightened and enlivened by the 


Seaſon of the Year, and by the Rays of 


all thoſe Luminaries that paſſed through 
it. The Galaxy appeared in its mot 
beautiful White. To compleat the 
Scene, the full Moon roſe, and opened 
to the Eye a new Picture of Nature, 
which was more finely ſhaded, and diſ- 
poſed among ſofter Lights thanthat which 
the Sun had before diſcovered to us. Lf 
As I was ſurveying the Moon walking 

in a her Brightneſs, and taking her-Progreſs 
G 6 among 
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among the Conſtellations, a Thought 
roſe; in me, which J believe very often 
perplexes and diſturbs Men of ſerious and 
contemplative Natures. David himſelf 
fell into it, in that Reflection, pe 0 I 
conſider the Heavens, the V. ork of thy 
Fingers, the Moon and the Stars which 
Thou haſt ordained ; what is Man that 
Thou art mindful of bim, or the Son of 
Man that Thou regardeſi him! In the 
ſame Manner, when I conſidered the in- 
finite Hoſt of Stars, or, to ſpeak more 
Philoſophically, of Suns, which were 
then ſhinipg upon me, with thoſe innu- 
merable Sets of Planets or Worlds, which 
14 were moving round their reſpective Suns: 
4M When ! ftill enlarged the Idea, and ſup- 
Wl poles another Heaven .of Suns and 
TK orlds riſing ſtill above this which we 
diſcovered, and theſe ſtill enlightened by 
a ſuperior Firmament of _ Luminaries, 
which were. planted at ſo great a Di- 
ſtance, that they may appear to the In- 
habitants of the former as the Stars do to 
us: Whilſt 1 purſued this Thought, I 
oy not but reflect on that little 
infignificant 
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inſignificant Figure which I my ſelf 


— amidſt the Immenſity of GOD's 


Works. 


Were the Sun, which enlightens this 


part of the Creation, with all the Hoſt 
of Planetary Worlds that move about 


him, utterly extinguiſhed and annihi- 


lated, they would not be miſſed more 
than a Grain of Sand upon the Sea- 
Shore. The Space they poſſeſs is fo 
exceedingly little, in Compariſon of the 
Whole, that it would ſcarce make a 


Blank in the Creation. The Chaſm. 


would be imperceptible to an Eye that 
could take in the whole Compaſs of Na- 
ture, and paſs from oneEnd of the Crea- 
tion to the other, as it is poſſible there 
may be ſuch a Senſe in our ſelves here- 
after, or in Creatures which are at pre- 
ſent more exalted than our ſelves. There 
is no Queſtion but the Univerſe has cer- 
tain Bounds ſet to it; but when we con- 
ſider that it is the Work of infinite 
Power, prompted by infinite Goodneſs, 

* an infinite Space to exert it ſelf in, 


how 
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how can our Imagination ſet wy Bounds: 
to it? 

If we cpa het GOD in his Ocanipre- 
ſence: His Being paſſes through, actu- 
ates, and ſupports the whole Frame of 
Nature: His Creation; and Part 
of it, is full of Him. There is nothing 
He has made; that'is either ſo diſtant, 
ſo little, or ſo inconſiderable, which He 
does not eſſentially inhabit. His Sub- 
ſtance is within the Subſtance of every 
Being, whether material or immaterial, 
and as intimately ent to it, as that 
Being is to itſelf. In ſhort, to ſpeak of 
Him in the Language of the old Philo- 
ſopher, He is a Being whoſe Center is 
every- where, and his Circumference i is. 
no where. 

His Omniſcience neceſſarily and: na- 
turally flows from his Omnipreſence; 
He cannot but be Conſcious of every 
Motion that ariſes in the whole mate- 
rial World, which He thus eſſentially 
pervades, and of every Thought that 1s- 


ſtirring in the intellectual World, to every 
Part 
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Part of which. He is thus intimately: 
united! 6441 10 vil. 

"[WerothaBoulſegarade ſtöm the Bod 7 

and with one Glance of Thought ſhould: 
ſtart beyond the Bounds of the Creation, 
ſhould it for Millions of Vears continue 
its Progreſs through infinite Space with 
the ſame Activity, it would ſtill find it 
ſelf within the Embrace of its Creator, 
and encompaſſed round with the Im- 
menſity of the Godhead. Reaſon as 
well as Revelation aſſures us, that He 
cannot be abſent from us, notwithſtand- 
** is undiſcovered by us. 

e cannot but regard every Thing 
that has Being, eſpecially ſuch of his 
Creatures who fear they are not regarded 
by Him. He is privy to all their 
Thoughts, and to that Anxiety of Heart, 
in particular, which is apt to trouble 
them on this Occafion : For as it is im- 
poſſible He ſhould - overlook any of his 
Creatures, ſo we may be confident 
that He regards with an Eye of Mercy 
thoſe who endeavour to recommend 
themſelves 
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themſelves to his Notice, and in an un- 
feigned Humility of Heart think them- 


ſelvesunworthy that he ſhould be - 
ful of them. | 
Mr. Adpuon: 
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On the Immortality of the Sou L. 


HEN I run over in my Mind 

the ſeveral Arguments that eſta- 

bliſh this great Point, the Immortality 
of the Soul, which is che Baſis of Mor- 
tality, and the Source of all the pleaſing 


Hopes and ſecret Joys that can ariſe in 


the Heart of a reaſonable Creature, I 
conſider thoſe ſeveral Proofs drawn, 
Firſt, From the Nature of the Soul 
it ſelf, and particularly its Immateria- 
ity; which, though not abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary to the Eternity of its Duration, 
has, I think, been evinced to almoſt a 


Demonſtration. 

Secondly, From its-Paſſons and Senti- 
ments, as particularly from its Love of 
Exiſtence, its Horror of Annihilation, 


and its Hopes of Immortality, with 


that ſecret Satisfaction which it finds in 


the Practice of Virtue, and that Uneaſi- 


neſs which follows in it upon the Com- 
_ miſſion of Vice, 


Thirdly, 
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138: MEDITATIONS © 
Thirdly, From the Nature of the Su- 
preme Being, whoſe Juſtice, Goodneſs, 
Wiſdom, and Veracity, are all concern- 
ed in this great Point. | 
But, among theſe and other excellent 
Arguments for the Immortality of the 
Soul, there is one drawn from the per- 
petual Progreſs of the Soul to its Per- 
fection, without a Poſſibility of ever ar- 
riving at it; which is a Hint that Ido not 
remember to have ſeen opened and impro- 
ved by others who have written upon 
this Subject, though it ſeems to carry 
great Weight with it. How can it enter 
into the Thoughts of Man, that the Soul, 
whieh is capable of ſuch immenſe Per- 
fections, and of receiving new Improve- 
ments to all Eternity, ſhall fall away in- 
to Nothing, almoſt as ſoon as it is Creat- 
ed? Are ſuch Abilities made for no Pur- 
poſe? A Brute arrives at a Point of Per- 
fection that he can never paſs; in a few 
Years he has all the Endowments he is 
capable of, and, were he to live Ten 
thouſand Vears more, would be the 


fame "Thing he is at preſent, Were a 
Human 
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Human Soul thus at a Stand in her Ac- 
compliſhments, were her Faculties to 
be full blown, and incapable of further 
Enlargements, I could imagine it might 
fall away Inſenſibly, and drop at once 
into a State of Annihilation: But can we 
believe a Thinking Being, that is in a 
perpetual Progreſs of Improvements, 
and travelling on from Perfection to 
Perfection, after having juſt looked 
Abroad into the Works of its Creator, 
and made a few Diſcoveries of his In- 
finite Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Power, 
muſt periſh at her firſt ſetting out, and 
in the very rome of her” Enqui- 
ries? 

A Man, conſidered in 110 preſent 
State, ſcems only ſent into the World 
to propagate his Kind. He provides 
himſelf with a Succeffor, and imme- 
diately quits his Poſt to make Room 
for him. He does not ſeem born to en- 
joy Life, but to deliver it down to Others. 
This is not ſurpriſing to conſider in Ani- 
mals, which are formed for our Uſe; 
and can finiſh their Buſineſs in a ſhort 

Life. 
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140 MEDITATIONS 


Life. The Silk-worm, after having 
{pun her Taſk, lays her Eggs and dies: 
But a Man can never have taken in his 
full Meaſure of Knowledge, has not 
Time to ſubdue his Paſſions, to eſtabliſh 
his Soul in Virtue, and come up to the 
Perfection of his Nature, before he is 
hurried off the Stage. Would an in- 
finitely wiſe Being make ſuch glorious 
Creatures for ſo mean a Purpoſe ? Can 
He delight in the Production of ſuch 
abortive Intelligences, ſuch ſhort-liv'd 
reaſonable Beings? Would He give us 
Talents that are not to be exerted ? Ca- 

cities that are never to be gratified ? 

ow can we find that Wiſdom, which 
ſhines through all his Works, in the 
Formation of Man, without looking on 


this World as only a Nurſery for the 


next, and believing that the ſeveral Ge- 


nerations of rational Creatures, which 


riſe up and diſappear in ſuch quick Suc- 


ceſſions, are only to receive their firſt 
Rudiments of Exiſtence here, and after- 
wards to be tranſplanted into a more 
POE friendly 
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friendly Climate, where they ſpread and 
flouriſh to all Eternity ? 

There cannot be a more pleaſing and 
triumphant Conſideration in Religion, 
than this of the perpetual Progreſs 
which the Soul makes towards the Per- 
fection of its Nature, without ever ar- 
riving at a Period in it. To look upon 
the Soul as going on from Strength to 
Strength; to conſider that ſhe is to ſhine 
for ever with new Acceſſions of Glory, 
and brighten to all Eternity; that ſhe 
will be ſtill adding Virtue to Virtue, 
and Knowledge to Knowledge ; carries 
in it ſomething wonderfully agreeable to 
that Ambition which is natural to the 
Mind of Man: Nay, it muſt be a Proſ- 
mu pleaſing to GOD Himſelf, to ſee 

is Creation for ever beautifying i in his 
Eyes, and drawing nearer to him by 
greater Degrees of Reſemblance. 

Methinks this ſingle Conſideration, of 
the Progreſs of a finite Spirit to Perfec- 
tion, will be ſufficient to extinguiſh all 
Envy in inferior Natures, and all Con- 
tempt in ſuperior. That Cherubim, 

which 


14 MEDITATIONS 
which now appears as a GOD to a Hu- 
man Soul, knows very well that the Pe- 
riod-will come about in- Eternity, when 
the Human Soul ſhall be as perfect as 
he himſelf now is: Nay, when ſhe ſhall 
look down 45 that Degree of Perfec- 
2 as much as ſhe now falls ſhort of 
It is true, the higher Nature till 
| pride and by that Means preſerves 
its Diſtance and Superiority in the Scale 
of Being; but he knows how high ſo- 
ever the Station is, of which he ſtands 
poſſeſſed at preſent, the inferior Nature 
will at length mount up to it, and ſhine 
Forth in the ſame Degree of Glory. 
With what Aſtoniſhment and Vene- 
ration may we look into our Souls, 
when there are ſuch hidden Stores of 
Virtue and Knowledge, ſuch inexhauſt- 
ed Sources of Perfection? We know not 
yet what we ſhall be, nor will it ever en- 
ter into the Heart of Man to conceive the 
Glory that will always be in Reſerve for 
him. The Soul, conſidered with its 
CREATOR, is like one of thoſe Ma- 
thematjcal Lines that may draw nearer 
| to 
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to another for all Eternity, withouta Poſ- 
ſibility of touching it: And can there be 
a Thought ſo tranſporting, as to _ 
der our ſelves in theſe -perpetual A 
proaches to Him, who is not only 


Standard of Ferse but of Hoppi- 
neſs 2 | 
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144 MEDITATIONS 
The Happineſs of Souls in He Aven. 


T is ſaid by Archbiſhop Tillotſon, that 
he will not preſume to determine 
in what conſiſts the Happineſs of the 
Bleſſed, becauſe GOD Almighty is ca- 
pow of making the Soul happy by 
en Thouſand different Ways. Be- 
Hides thoſe ſeveral Avenues to Pleaſure 
which the Soul is endowed with in this 
Life, it is not impoſſible, according to 
the Opinions of many eminent Divines, 
but there may be new Faculties in the 
Souls of good Men made PRs as well 
as new Senſes in their glorified Bodies. 
This we are ſure of, that there will be 
new Objects offered to all thoſe Facul- 
ties which are eſſential to us. 
In the Deſcription of the Throne of 
GOD, Revelation repreſents to us all 
| thoſe Objects which are able to gratify 
the Senſes and Imagination. In very 
many Places it intimates to us all the 
Happineſs which the Underſtanding 
can poſſibly -receive in that State, 
where 
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where all Things ſhall be revealed to us, 
and we ſhall know, even as we are 
known; the Raptutes of Devotion, of 
Divine Love, the Pleaſure of converſing 
with an innumerable Hoſt of Angels, 


and with the Spirits of Juſt Men made 


Perfect, are likewiſe revealed to us in 
ſeveral, Parts of the Holy Writings, 
There are alſo mentioned thoſe Hierar- 
chies, or Governments, in which the 
Bleſſed ſhall be ranged one above ano- 
ther, and in which we may be ſure a 
great Part of our Happineſs will likewiſe 
conſiſt; for it will not be there as in 
this World, where every one is aiming 
at Power and Superiority; but, on the 
contrary, every one will find that Station 
the moſt proper for him in which he is 
placed, and will probably think that he 
could not have been ſo Happy in any 
other Station. | 

There cannot be a ſtronger Argument 
that GOD. has deſigned us for a State 
of Future Happineſs, and for that 
Heaven which He has revealed to us, 
than that He has thus naturally qualified 


H the 
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the Soul for it, and made it a Being ca- 
pable of receiving ſo much Bliſs. He 
would never have made ſuch Faculties 
in vain, and have endowed us with 
Powers that were not to be exerted on 
ſuch Objects as are ſuited to them. It 
is very manifeſt, by the inward Frame 
and Conſtitution of our Minds, that He 
Has adapted them to an infinite Variety 
of Pleaſures and Gratifications, which 
are not to be met with in this Life. We 
ſhould therefore at all Times take Care 
that we do not diſappoint this his Gra- 
cious Purpoſe and Intention towards us, 
and make thoſe Faculties which He 
formed as ſo many Qualifications for 
Happineſs and Rewards, to be the In- 
ſtruments of Pain and Puniſhment. 


MM.. AppISON. 
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